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Club member, John Perlis, has secured a vendor for us that 
o�ers nice dark blue cloth baseball type hats.  

The ESCA logo is embroidered onto the hat.  The hat comes 
in one size and is adjustable.  Cost is $15.00. 

Hats will be for sale at meetings and events.  Or, you may 
order one by contacting our Secretary, Marci, at 

thebeard@sonic.net

ESCA 

CAPS

FAST

TIMES
By John Schliemann

Well, I got thru my �rst couple of meetings of this year 
as C����
��, every thing seemed to go ok. I should 
settle in soon and not be so nervous. I think we all voted 
in a great ���� �����
��, Steve Rossiter, he is great 
support for me and also the other board members. 
�ank you!

To all of you that show up to the meetings, thank you 
so much! And, for those of you that have not made it to 
the meetings yet, get in there - if you want to have a say 
in the club - of what we do or need to do. 

Wow, what a dry January, the season�s seem to be 
changing from year to year. Maybe we need to 
adjust our autocross season to keep up with the dry 
months,�JUST KIDDING�, that�s just me being very 
excited to start autocrossing now.

Is everyone�s car ready? We are half way thru our winter 
season and we should have all our 
uid�s topped o	. 
Maybe even replacing the brake 
uid is a good idea, 
if you have not done that in a while, or an oil change. 
A clean air �lter is always good for a couple of horse 
power. And, of course get those new performance parts 
on, that you got over the holidays. I don�t think my car 
is getting many new parts this year, or maybe even next 
year. My daughter, Christina, is getting married this 
summer. So, to make her day very special, my car will 
have to go with very little changes. My kids did buy 
me subframe sti	eners for my M�����as my Christmas 
gift; so, I better hurry up and get them on soon. 

Our �rst autocross is March 24th, it will be here 
before we know it. By the time you read this, R������ 
S����� C�� C��� will have already run their �rst 
autocross of the year on January 21st. & 22nd. 
�ey also have planned their H���� H������
� this 
year for July 21st & 22nd. I have never been, but, it 
sure sounds like something I need to Experience. 

We are surrounded by some of the best driving roads, 
restaurants, wineries, tourist destinations, race venues, 
and automotive events in the world. � For those who 
would like to experience some of that together with 
other club members, ESCA sponsors occasional tours. 
In an e	ort to make ���� a memorable year for club 
tours we are now soliciting input on tours that you 
would like to participate in or even cause to happen as 
an event chairperson. ��

An email blast with more detail will go out soon and 
may be in your in-box by the time you read this. Please 
take a moment to respond. �

You can also reach me at brknmad@yahoo.com or  415-
328-0307 with your ideas or feedback. 

We just had our 3rd W����� K������ S����� at 
D����� R������ on January 10th. I raced my butt o	 
and had a lot of fun, but I could not place this month. 
We had a great turn out of, I think I counted, about 25 
of us. Only one more race left on Tuesday, February 
28th at 6:30 pm. Hope to see you there....

continued in next column

Wanted:  Tour Ideas/Tour Event Chairs
By John Perlis, T��� C����
�� �
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  EMPIRE  SPORTS  CAR  ASSOCIATION
presents  the  

     48TH    ANNUAL
   APRIL
                   RALLYE
  FOOLS              

AN A-B RALLYE OPEN TO ALL TYPES OF CARS
 DATE:  SUNDAY,  APRIL 1, 2012

 START:  THE CHARLES M. SCHULZ MUSEUM PARKING LOT  - TAKE THE STEELE LANE 
   EXIT OFF U.S. 101, ONE MILE NORTH OF DOWNTOWN SANTA ROSA.  GO WEST ON
   STEELE.  CONTINUE ONTO GUERNEVILLE.  TURN RIGHT AT RANGE.  TURN LEFT
   ON W. STEELE.  TURN RIGHT AT HARDIES.  THEN LEFT INTO THE SECOND 
   DRIVEWAY, WHICH IS THE CHARLES M. SCHULZ PARKING LOT.

 TIME:  REGISTRATION 10:30AM to 12:30PM, 
   FIRST CAR OUT AT 11:45AM, LAST CAR OUT AT 1:00 PM

 FEE:  ENTRY $16.00 PER CAR  -  $.50 POKER HAND  (OPTIONAL)

 CLASSES: MASTER EXPERT,  EXPERT,  SENIOR,  NOVICE,  BEGINNER,  FIRST TIMER

 AWARDS: MASTER EXPERT CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST AND SECOND PLACE
     EXPERT CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST THRU THIRD PLACE
   SENIOR CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST THRU THIRD PLACE
   NOVICE CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST THRU THIRD PLACE
   BEGINNER CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST THRU FOURTH PLACE
   FIRST TIMER CLASS, ~ AWARD ~ FIRST THRU THIRD PLACE
   POKER, ~ AWARD ~ $10.00 CASH
   A PARTICIPATION PLAQUE TO FIRST 40 CARS
   THE OVERALL WINNERS WILL HAVE THEIR NAMES ENGRAVED ON A LARGE
     PERPETUAL TROPHY
   THE PROFITS FROM THIS RALLYE WILL GO TO CHARITY: 

Canine Companions for Independence®
 FINISH: ROUND TABLE PIZZA ON MARLOW ROAD, IN SANTA ROSA  

RALLYMASTER,  BOB THE BEARD - FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL (707) 546-6867    OR   E-MAIL        thebeard@sonic.net

THE APRIL FOOLS RALLYE WEBSITE IS:   http://www.sonic.net/~thebeard/
You can run a practice A/B Map Rallye there.

 

THERE WILL BE A SHORT RALLYE SCHOOL AT 11: 00 AM FOR ALL THOSE NEW TO RALLYING
  

A RALLYE IS NOT A SPEED EVENT. A RALLYE IS A TEST OF A
TEAM’S ABILITY TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS ALONG THE

ROUTE, WHILE LOOKING FOR SIGNS AND SITUATIONS THAT
FIT THE DEFINITIONS OF THE RALLYE.
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Winter Karting Series – Round 3
by Art Battles, 2012 Autocross Co-Chair

The January Karting event was the third for ESCA. Being 
my first event here with ESCA, I thought that it ran really 
smooth. With a turnout of 25, we ended up with four run 
groups, 2 lightweights and 2 heavies. Driven was great about 
keeping us going and only snuck a couple of other races in 
between ours. Most of our group finished with times in the 
mid 17 seconds range with a few low 18’s.
Right from the beginning we could see a close rivalry between 

Justin Bowen and Dan Clary in the lightweight class, with little 
more than a tenth of a second between their times in the first 
heat. Dan fell back in the second heat as Joe Masters wedged 
in for second place and Justin led the class. Late in the third 
and final race Dan found some great lines and annihilated the 
competition with a time of 16.906. Joe finished second with 
17.221 and Justin was right behind him for third with 17.236.
Josh Davies, who took heavyweight first in the December 

race, had some fierce competition this time around. Steve 
Johnson took first in the heavyweight class with 17.475. Josh 
Davies was only six thousands of a second behind him with 
17.481. Talk about a photo finish! Matthew Senn finished third 
with 17.543.

Guy Southern’s proficiency and expertise at driving anything 
with a steering wheel is well known to all of us. 
Therefore, it is critical that I write this “correction” to the 

Driven “karting” event newsletter article of December 2011.
Guy Southern was beat. That’s right. As hard as that is to 

understand...and yes, some of us need to stop what we’re doing 
and take a breath, 
Guy was beat by a young upstart who thinks he has what it 

takes to de-throne the undisputed champ.
 Let the record show, that Josh Davies won the evening by 

1/1000 of a second.
My apologies to the great Southern and to the kid, Davies!

by Steve Bellen, 2012 autocross co-chair
Correction to PitStop Article
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SPECIAL IZ ING IN :

Mercedes-Benz

4325 Montgomery Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

SERVICING:

Audi, BMW, Crossfire, 
Mini, Smart and VW

A
u tower k

s

H

a
m m o n

d

H a m m o n d
Autowerks

10% OFF
Labor For

ESC A
Club Members

Factory Trained
Master Certi�ed

Hammond

Hammond

538-4325
hammondautowerks.com

hammondautowerks@att .net

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

FOR FEBRUARY

48th Annual April Fools Rallye
Sunday, April 1, 2012

Once again the pro�ts from this rallye will go to C����� 
C�
������� ��� I�����������.

�is year�s rallye will run in the Windsor and Healdsburg 
area and will be about 40 miles long.  As always the rallye is 
a beginner A/B ���� ����� and you can run a practice map 
rallye at the rallye website at:

www.sonic.net/~thebeard/

For more details you can check out the 
yer in this issue of 
P�� S��� or on the ESCA or A���� F���� R����� web site.

www.empiresportscar.org/newsletter/

A picture will be taken of each rallye car leaving start and 
from one of those pictures, one will be chosen to be on the 
plaque for the 49�� A���� F���� R�����.

�ere will be awards in 6 classes, from F���� T�
�� to 
M����� E�����.

At 11:00 AM there will be a short rallye school at the start 
for all those new to rallying.

We are still looking for checkpoint workers, so if you would 
like to help, please call Bob at (707) 546-6867 or email him  
at:  thebeard@sonic.net

DAN CLARY
	 ALEX GENTNER

		  HOPE HAMMOND
			   LU KISTNER
ALINE MAAS
	 JOHN MADERIOUS

		  MICHAEL S. MILLER
			   AN NGUYEN

BLAINE POPE
	 GUY SOUTHERN
		  JOHN TROUP

Picture of this years April Fools Rallye plaque
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Volunteers are needed. . . 

to get Airport AOA Badges.  We need more badges to 
meet our Security  Plan for Autocrosses at the Airport.

To volunteer send an email with your full name to Marci 
Jenkins at:	 thebeard@sonic.net

PDF PIT STOP
If you have email, can down load large �les and would 
like to get your Pit Stop as a .pdf �le - please let the 
editors know and we will add you to the list.  

The .pdf �le is in color and generally arrives a couple of 
days before the mailed copy.  If this is the way you would 
like to start receiving your Pit Stop, send an email to:

thebeard@sonic.net

If you would like to just read your Pit Stop on line 
and or download it from the website and not receive 
a Pit Stop in the mail, please let us know and we will 
drop you from the mailing list and save the club of few 
dollars.

PERMANENT (YEARLY) ESCA NUMBERS

We�ve added a requirement to keep autocross numbers 
this year. In addition to paying dues by the autocross 
season, 
�
���� 
��� ���� ������� ��� ��
� 
��
���. 

�is will hopefully free up some unused numbers. 
Don�t let your number be lost! Contact us - �� M���� 
��� �� ���� ���� ��
���. Simply pay your dues and 
request to keep your number- 

Contact us - ����� M���� ��� ��� � ��� ��
���. 
Unused numbers will be available �rst come, �rst serve. 

C������ �� ���� ��� ����� �������, including 
Car and/or Class changes

Any club member who wants an autocross number 
may have one. Pass the word so no one misses out. 

Please email Guy Southern with requests and questions. 
data@empiresportscar.org

AUTOCROSS CHANGES FOR 2012

At the last autocross meeting we decided to make a few 
changes to our autocross event mornings.

1. Tech before registration.
When you�re �nished with signing the entry waivers, 
�nd a place to park your car, empty it out/make it ready 
for tech, then take it to tech. A���� ��� ���� ���� 
inspection you can �� ��������.

2. Gate will now close at 9:15.  

3. Registration will close at 9:30. 

4. Course Walk will close at 9:30.

5. Drivers meeting will begin at 9:40.

�We�re also working on an A�������� ������ to be 
held at I������� on May 12th.

Stay tuned for more information or visit the ESCA 
forum for updates.

~ Steve Bellen, Autocross Committee co-chair50th Anniversary 
 •Celebration•

Marci Jenkins volunteered to be the Chairperson for 
ESCA’s 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2013.  

Yes, on A����� �, ���� ESCA will turn 50 years old 
and the Board chose to have a dinner to celebrate it on 
Saturday, August 3, 2013. 

So, for all those who have said to give them advance 
notice, consider this your notice.

Stay tuned for more details about the dinner and other 
events.
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Twenty-One Years Ago in Pit Stop
By Bob Jenkins

On the cover was a C����
���s article entitled MC 
TD, in which the C����
�� talked about how at the 
old and new board meeting he had everyone present 
draw club members names and then call them and ask 
several questions, like what they liked about the club 
and what events they wanted to see happen.

In a pro�le by Ted Dunlap he talked about growing up 
in Santa Rosa in simpler times, when the population 
was only 18,000. He went to an ESCA autocross in the 
C���������� rear parking lot in 1975 and joined 
ESCA within a month.  

In something called �Ex-O�cio News� we learned all 
about what is expected of members putting on open 
and closed events. Blain & Karen Hendrix, where 
congratulated on the birth of their son, Travis William.

�ere was an ESCA M�
��� S����� article with 
answers to the following questions: 
•	 Planning participation in an ESCA event? 
•	Anything we can do to make them better for you? 
•	What is it you enjoy about your membership?
•	Other activities you might be interested in having? 
•	What are you willing to do to make things happen?
•	Any suggestions for the board or membership?

A D����� T��� article by Bob the Beard invited 
members to tour to the J��� L����� R��������� 
in Glen Ellen.

�ere was a one page 21 question S����� C�� Q��� 
from the S����� C�� O��
����.

A ���� A����� A���� F���� R����� article by Bob 
the Beard, stated the rallye would start from behind the 

C���������� C���
� and �nished back in Santa 
Rosa after going to Petaluma.

An ESCA A�������� S����� article stated all ESCA 
closed and open autocrosses would be included in the 
series. Only a members �rst two runs would count for 
the day. Non-members would have no e	ect on points. 
Points would be 100 �rst, 90 second and so on.

�e ESCA B���� was Ted Dunlap C����
��, Gary 
O�Connor V��� C����
��, Curtis Askim S��������, 
Marty Nygaard T��������, Bob Jenkins E�-O������.

OTHER CAR EVENTS FOR 2012
	 APRIL 1, 2012
48th Annual April Fools Rallye in Santa Rosa
	 APRIL 27-29, 2012  
Z Car West Coast Nationals (MSA) in Orange, Ca
	 MAY 11-12 , 2012  
American Lemans at Laguna Seca
	 MAY 20, 2012
Marin Sonoma Concours d’Elegance in San Rafael
	 JUNE 1-3, 2012
Sonoma Historic Motorsports Festival at In�neon
	 JUNE 22-24, 2012
Save Mart 350 Nascar at In�neon
	 JULY 13-14, 2012
Grand Am Sports Car Races at Laguna Seca
	 JULY 21-22, 2012
Hoopa Hillclimb in Eureka
	 July 28, 2012
ZONC Datsun/Nissan Car Show at Brisbane
	 Aug. 17-19, 2012
Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion at Laguna Seca
	 AUG 24-26
Indy Car Races at In�neon
	 SEPT. 18-23, 2012
International Z Car Convention in Phoenix, Az
	 SEPT 21-23,2012
World Touring Car Championship at In�neon
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GARAGE FOR RENT 
IN GRATON

Big 2 Car Garage with 2 roll up doors.  One door is 
electrically operated.  Across the street from the �re 
station in lovely downtown Graton. 

 For storage purposes only:  $300.00 per month

Call:  John Kenner at 415-806-2457

THIS MONTH’S COVER PICTURE IS:

Current ESCA 
Membership Total

264

ROD FERREIRA’S

CHEVROLET CORVETTE Z06
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Circulation: 150 copies to people (families known by co-
workers, neighbors and friends as auto enthusiasts).  Their 
in�uence reaches far beyond their own personal purchases, 
most probably, a�ecting 5 times that number of automotive 
product buying decision makers.  Think about it.  People 
know; they talk to you about cars.  You are in�uential; so is 
the Pit Stop, and a BARGAIN for advertisers.

PIT STOP  ADVERTISING
RATES:

Classi�ed		 $2.00	   per month	 5 lines max.
Business Card	 $3.00	   per month	 3 1/2� X 2�
1/4 Page		  $4.00	   per month	 3 1/2� X 5�
1/2 Page		  $8.00	   per month	 7 1/2� X 5�
Full Page		 $16.00	   per month	 7 1/2� X 10�

ESCA members: 1/2 price on above,
except, Classified is FREE.

FEBRUARY
04 (SAT)	 TRC 4-6 PM CM Rallye

07 (TUE)	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
18-19 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
21 (TUE)	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
28 (TUE)	 ESCA Go Karting at Driven Raceway

MARCH
03 (SAT)	 TRC 4-6 PM A/B Rallye

06 (TUE) 	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
17-18 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
20 (TUE)	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
24 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

APRIL
1st (SUN)	     48th April Fools Rallye
03 (TUE) 	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
17 (TUE) 	 8 PM ESCA Regular Meeting
21 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

27-29 (F-S-S)	 Z Car West Coast Nationals (MSA)
MAY

05 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

11-12 (F & S)	 American Lemans at Laguna 
19 (SAT)	 Maxwell Free Car Show in Maxwell, Ca
20 (SUN)	 Marin Sonoma Concours

19-20 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
JUNE

1-3 (F-S-S)	 Sonoma Historic Motorsports In�neon
16 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

22-24 (F-S-S)	 Save Mart 350 at In�neon
JULY

7 & 8 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
14 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

13-14(S & S)	 Grand AM Sports Car Races at Laguna
21-22 (S & S) 	 Hoopa Hillclimb at Hoopa, Eureka

AUGUST
17-19 (F-S-S)	 Rolex Monterey Reuion at Laguna
18 -19 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
25 (SAT) 	 ESCA Autocross

24-26 (F-S-S)	 Indy Car Races at In�neon
SEPTEMBER

08 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

09 (SUN)	 ESCA Autocross

15-16 ( S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa
18-23 (T-S)	 Z Car Convention Phoenix, AZ
21-23 (F-S-S)	 World Touring Car at In�neon

OCTOBER
06 (SAT)	 ESCA Autocross

13-14 (S & S)	 RSCC Auto-X�s at Samoa


