
       MAY 2011

EMPIRE SPORTS CAR ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 2242, SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 95405

PIT STOP

White, T-Shirts with a blue ESCA emblem on the 
left shoulder .

AUTOCROSS MEETING
Tuesday night, May 3, 2011

7:00 PM
Round Table Pizza, 1003 Guerneville Rd., Santa Rosa.
Autocross meeting before the regular ESCA Meeting.

ESCA T-SHIRTS

If you would like one just give Marci Jenkins your money 
and size at a meeting or mail your request to ESCA, P.O. 
Box 2242, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 by June 21st.

Checks made out to ESCA.

Sorry, no guests at this event
ESCA Members & PCA members ONLY event

ESCA MAY AUTOCROSS
Saturday, May 14, 2011

5530 Windsor Road, Santa Rosa
~ Gate Closes at 9:30 am and OPENED 
ONLY for LEAVING at end of the day ~ 

NO LEAVING FOR LUNCH 

Remember: bring colored tape for car #

   no food or water on site - please bring your own

√ have Driver’s License & ESCA card out before gate

 gate opens at 8am and closes at 9:30 am

√   get to site by 9:15 to register and get car teched

 decibel limit is 95 ~ check Tech Tips on pg  10

 √ bring only cash or check for $30.00

  must sign up for Worker Postion at registration

√ Talk with Event Chair if you must leave before 

cleanup of site is done after all runs are completed

√ Drive slowly & quietly to and from site 

$10.00
  Sizes: S-XL

$11.00
   Size 2XL

$12.00
  Size 3XL

$13.00
  Size 4XL
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HAMMOND

4325 Montgomery Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Servicing:

Audi, Crossfire,
Mercedes-Benz ,

Mini , Smart and VW

hammondautowerks .com
hammondautowerks@at t . ne t

Factory Tra ined
Master Cert i f ied

5 3 8 - 4 3 2 5

A
u tower k

s

H
a
m m o n

dH a m m o n d
Autowerks

BEARD 

SPEAK

Wow, what a month of April.  The weather was cold and 
warm, sunny and then it rained, but luckily the weather for 
our two events was just perfect.  

With a sunny day for our Annual April Fools Rallye we had a 
great 51-car-turn-out which is our best since the 60-car-turn 
out of 2002.  The great turnout enabled us to write a $600 
check to Canine Companions for Independence.  It was great 
to see all the cars from the many different clubs.  It was also 
great getting all the Thank You emails from those who ran 
the rallye, which made it clear that everyone had a great 
time.  Well with Sonoma County’s great scenery it is hard to 
not have a scenic event.

For our first autocross they said we would get rain, but we 
only got fog and by 9AM that burned off and it turned into 
a very nice warm day.  The 73-car-turnout was the best ever 
for a club event, except for the 78-car-turnout in 2009 at 

our ESCA-PCA shoot-out event.  A big Thank You to Craig 
Hammond for another great job as autocross event Chair-
man and to Julie Battles for her first effort as a co-autocross 
Chairperson and for drawing up, what looked like a very fun 
course.

For May the fun continues with more fun events and you 
will have lots of choices.  On Saturday, the 7th there is the 
Porsche autocross at the airport, the Triumph Travelers Sports 
Car Club’s Vintage Car Gathering and autocross at Great 
America Theme Park, the Petaluma Plazarama Car Show by 
Cruisin’ North Car Club, and a Saturday night A/B Rallye by 
TRC, in Mt. View.  Then on Saturday the 14th is ESCA’s second 
autocross of the year at the airport.  The next day, on Sunday, 
May 15th, is the Marin/Sonoma Concours at the Marin Civic 
Center in San Rafael.  Marci and I will be there with our Z 
in the Z Car Corral and, ESCA member, Gerry Mugele will 
be there as a judge.  It is a great show and the profits go 
to charity, so if you go, stop by and say hello.  Then on the 
weekend of the 21st and 22nd Redwood Sports Car Club up 
in Eureka, has a two-day autocross at Samoa.  And finally 
for those that really like to travel there is the free classic Car 
Show in Maxwell.  Well that should keep everyone busy for 
the month of May.

If you run one of these events and have a good time, please 
do write it up and tell us about the event.
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Rallye school at start

Art & Julie Battles leave start. in their Subaru STI
John Schliemann, Eric Siedentopf, and Shon El Coleman 

leave start, in Eric’s Mustang

Paul and Tim Magoolaghan, leave start in their MGBGT

Work started back in December and the route came 
together rather quickly.  There were a couple of new 
roads I was able to use, which is kind of rare these days.  
Then we had a spell of really great weather and I got a 
pre-run and then Blain Hendrix did a gimmick check run 
with me, which is something that I haven’t done since 
Larry Wendt retired from the club.  Then the weather 
went back to full on winter weather again and I began 
to wonder if we were going to have another rainy day 
rallye. 

Then on my last pre-run I lost a STOP sign.  Losing signs 
is never good, but if you have to lose a sign, a STOP sign 
is the best kind, because it is a safety issue, and when 
you call the city traffic department they come right out 
and put up a new sign.  

We got rained out after doing several gimmicks on the 
video run, but managed to complete it several days 
later.  The Saturday before the rallye check-run found 
no problems.  Then on rallye day morning I headed out 
for the final check run at 7 AM.  Waved to Dale Hartman 

on the route up on Fountain Grove, but mostly the roads 
were empty and everything was in place.

Back at home Marci and I loaded up two cars and headed 
to start to open registration, under a clear warm sky.  As 
I rounded the corner onto Hardies Lane and the start at 
the Charles Schulz Museum, I noticed that the parking lot 
seemed kind of full.  As I pulled into the parking lot, it 
looked like every big SUV in Santa Rosa was in the lot, 
all the spaces were full, and Jerry Curry’s TR3 was parked 
in the middle of the isle blocking a couple of parking 
spaces.  As I parked, Jerry arrived to inform me that a 
couple of hundred girl scouts had arrived in the SUV’s 
to tour the museum and go ice-skating.  So, he opened 
up the gate to the parking lot next door and that helped 
the parking problem.

Marci and Claudia Quinlivan opened registration, while 
Linda Jurin handled the poker hands, for a large crowd 
and they just kept coming.  Soon it was time for the 
rallye-school, which Marci handled with help from Terry 
Eaton.  Jim Robison parked his off-road rally car as a 
backdrop to the school.  Soon cars started to line up to 
leave, and Terry O’Connor went down the line getting 
everyone to sign the release forms, and then at 11:45 
Blain Hendrix started sending cars up for their picture, 

47th Annual April Fools Rallye 
Summary
By Bob the Beard

continued on page 4
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April Fools Rallye continued from page 3

Blain Hendrix checks out Steve Rossiter at start

Terry Eaton and John Perlis help a Jaguar, while Gerry Mugele 
helps a 350Z, at the checkpoint in Glen Ellen

Frank & Linda Jurin, Terry Larson and Blain Hendrix, check in
 Alex Ivakhnenko, at the finish checkpoink

while Frank Jurin wrote down their out time.  The line 
was long and the last of the 51-car-turn-out, did not 
leave start until several minutes after one o’clock.

The route went up over Fountain Grove and through 
Rincon Valley and Skyhawk, before heading out to 
Kenwood and then Glen Ellen.  Out on Bonnie Way in Glen 
Ellen, Gerry & Lilly Mugele had their motorhome set up as 
the checkpoint vehicle, with, Terry Eaton and John Perlis.  
Highway 12 was only 50 or so feet away and they were 
getting some strange looks from passing cars.  Some 
home owners down the street from the checkpoint 
were enjoying the show of cars and were camped out in 
chairs by the road, and when a car stopped they asked 
what the password was.

The route then went up over Sonoma Mountain Road, 
which is a good example of Sonoma County letting roads 
go to gravel to save money.  The route then turned on 
Pressley Road and then to Rohnert Park and the finish 
checkpoint in the rear parking lot of the Raley’s Shopping 
Centre; where Blain Hendrix, Frank & Linda Jurin, and 
Terry & Karen Larson, took the score sheets, asked the 
rallyists a question about the type of wine on a route 

instruction sign, and sent them inside finish.  

Inside finish Marci, Claudia Quinivan, and Karen Larson, 
showed the video of the route, scored, checked and 
double checked the score sheets and answered 
questions.  Shortly after all cars finished, well, all but one, 
who had his navigator quit on him, we started handing 
out awards.  

Top overall score went to Chris Brazell and Mike Seibel.  
Best ESCA score went to Steve Rossiter and Kathy 
Mahacek, who took first in First Timer Class.  John 
Schliemann and Eric Siedentopf, took third in Beginner 
Class.  Julie & Art Battles, were 7th in Beginner.  Alex 
Ivakhnenko and Scott Acken, were 5th in First Timer 
Class, followed by Paul and Tim Magoolaghan, in 7th.  
Besides the ESCA club members there were many club 
cars from the Jaguar Club, Z Club, Crusin North, El Dorado 
Touring, E=MC2, and TRC.  

And once again the rallyists came from all over the Bay 
Area, Lake County, and as far away as Modesto, Fresno, 
Roseville and Volcano.  

Frank, Terry, Linda, and Blain hard at work

continued on page 5
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PERMANENT ESCA NUMBERS
 

If your ESCA membership dues are not paid before the 1st  
event in April, your Autocross number will be re-
cycled.  Also. . . 
	 1. If you have any changes i.e., Cars or Class 
	 2. If you have a number and no longer want 
		  to auto-x - please let us know 
	 3. If you would like a number or to change
		   your number

As with last year, we are going to assign numbers to all 
Members that would like one. 

Please email Guy Southern if any of these apply to 
you or if you have any questions.
 

agsouthern@sbcglobal.net

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
FOR MAYBob the Beard turns in the checks at 

Canine Companions’ headquarters

Top score winners, Mike Seibel and Chris Brazell
 with Bob the Beard

It was a very successful event with $765 collected for 
Canine Companions for Independence®.  I would like to 
thank all the workers for another great job!

April Fools Rallye continued from page 4

FRANCISCO CHAVEZ
	 MARSHALL DOING
		  JACOB GRISE
			   AUSTIN HENDRIX
				    DARRIN HOLM
ROBIN JACKSON
	 LOREN KISTNER
		  CHRISTINE KLJAVIN
			   MICHAEL KRIEGER
				    ALEX MAIER
STEVE MANNION
	 BRUCE REMAIL
		  ERIC SIEDENTOPF
			   KIRK SIRAN
				    ANTHONY SMITH
ALEC WILEY
	 JEFFREY ZUBE

JOHN ABERCROMBIE	 BMW M3
DEVIN BASKIN		  VOLVO S80
TIM BELLEN			   BMW 745I
JOSH DESTINY		  MUSTANG SCLEEN
JAMEN ETCHELL		  NISSAN PATHFINDER
BONNIE FERRARA		  MB C230
ROD FERREIRA		  CORVETTE Z06
ALEX GENTNER		  SUPRA/300ZX
CHRISTINA GRI		  HONDA CIVIC
GREGORY HULTBERG	 BMW M3
BRAD INGELS		  CORVETTE
JONATHAN JUNG		  CORVETTE
CHRISTINE KLJAVIN	
MICHAEL MILLER		  BMW 325IS
ABEL PEREZ			   TR SPITFIRE
JOSE SILVA-BROMLEY	 INTEGRA RS
DAN SWANN			   MR2/MIATA
AARON TRACY		  VOLVO 850 GLT
ZACHARY SARGENT		 VW GOLF

PLEASE WELCOME 
		  NEW MEMBERS   . . . . . . . . .  
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Well the first autocross of 2011 is under our belt.  We had 
a large turn out with 73 drivers in attendance.  Like most 
first events we had our share of delays due to timer 
faults, a red flag shortage, radio challenges and multiple 
car failures.  Even with all the snags and a huge event we 
still were able to get in 6 runs each. 

Thanks to My co-chair Julie Battles’ track design (her 
first) we all had a great time.  The track held lots of 
challenges for all drivers.  TTOD was a Three-way battle 
between Jim Winston, Guy Southern and Lance Bollens 
with Lance coming out on top with his first ever TTOD. 
Congratulations to Lance and his pontoon tired Mazda 
Miata!  

Thanks to all who turned out and a special Thanks to 
those who came out to help, but not to drive.  Thank 
You, Marci, Claudia, Lily and Bob.  See ya in May!

APRIL SUNSHINE AUTOCROSS
By Craig Hammond with Photos by Bob Jenkins
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LS 6-11

FOR SALE
1 9 8 8  R o t u s  K i t  C a r

Kit:  1967 Lotus Super 7
Engine: 302 cu in Aluminum Buick V8

Transmission: Ford T-5
Differential:  7.5” Toyota with 3.72 Gears and 

 an Eaton Truetrac geared Limit slip
Race and Street tires and rims

Price:  $22,000

Phone Frank Jurin   (707) 544-7262
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Who’s Foolin’ Whom?
By Gerry Mugele

Sunday, the 3rd of April, was the day that The Beard chose to 
perpetrate his normal vicious tricks on the unsuspecting and 
paying populace.  But, was there some other fooling around 
going on this year?

As the checkpoint #1 team departed the overcrowded 
parking lot at the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Research 
Center, all appeared to be normal per the 46 previous ESCA 
April Fools Rallyes.   Our little cadre proceeded southeast on 
Highway 12 to Glen Ellen to set up for the day.

This year’s crew consisted of Lilly Mugele, Terry Eaton, John 
Perlis and me; Gerry Mugele.  Bob, in his usual keep-it-casual 
manner, determined the exact position of the checkpoint 
on Bonnie Way, to the nearest half millimeter.  After pointing 
out the exact patch in the pavement as specified by Bob, for 
Terry and John, Lilly and I proceeded home to get the official 
checkpoint vehicle, our Sprinter van.   We zipped down to 
Dunbar Rd and made the left to go past John Lasseter’s 
modest little abode.  

For those among you who’ve managed to avoid all pop 
culture for the past couple decades; Lasseter is the head 
honcho at Pixar animation studios.   I think he probably 
now has more Oscars than Coppola.  As we approached his 
driveway, there sitting on either side of the funky backroad, 
was  a  surprising sight.   Facing us was a gorgeous yellow   
Aston Martin convertible and immediately behind it was a 
purple Ferrari California.   On the opposite side of the road, 
closer to the house, was a Lambo Murcielago painted a rather 
offensive shade of peach.  Sharing that side of the road was 
a black Mercedes AMG SL65.  Quite a pile of automotive cash 
was sitting there.  For a few days I pondered the reasoning 
that went into parking on the shoulder of the road rather 
than in front of the house.  A friend later informed me that 
Lasseter has some seriously vicious speed bumps on his 
driveway; serious enough to probably deny such low cars 
the needed clearance.   It’s a pity that the rallye entrants 
would not be rolling by to see that array unless they were 
off-route.  Was this an attempt to lure the Beard’s victims off 

route?

Returning with the Sprinter we set up at the designated spot, 
plus or minus a centimeter, and awaited the first victim.... 
uh... I mean competitor.   As expected the first timers and 
beginners arrived well ahead of the more experienced 
teams.   They seemed to arrive all in one group, so we had 
cars backed up around the turn and down Bonnie Way a 
little.

There was one untoward moment when the first of the first 
timers pulled over to the shoulder to fill out the score sheet.  
For reasons unclear to us, they seemed to feel obligated 
to complete a variety of unnecessary maneuvers.   One of 
the maneuvers included driving over the check point sign.  
That resulted in John and Terry effecting some repairs and 
moving the sign further back.

It wasn’t long before we had rallyers telling us about 
another check point.   We were a little confused, as we 
explained that no, that was not a checkpoint at the start 
by the museum.   No, this checkpoint was right around the 
corner.   Aha!  Seems the locals were having some fun with 
all this unexpected traffic on a Sunday afternoon... and since 
they were enjoying their beer and barbecue, they delayed 
some rallyers with some questions and challenges.   It was 
all in good fun and only mildly disruptive.  Mean Mr. Beard 
took it exceptionally well I thought, throwing only a minor 
fit and seeming to maintain his composure...mostly.  One of 
the fake check point workers is a fellow named John Milner.   
For your next pop culture quiz, identify another car related 
character with that name.

Everyone coming through the check point seemed to 
be having a good time and generally enjoying the great 
weather.   There was less of the typical driver/navigator 
bickering this year and more smiles.    Our last car made it 
with only about 15 minutes to spare so we didn’t close up 
until a little after four o’clock.

Do you remember the film American Graffiti?  The character 
in the yellow Deuce Coupe was John Milner.
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AUTOCROSS SCHOOL and 
TOUR TO EUREKA

By John Schliemann

On Friday, April 8th, Lynn Miller with his silver 2005 
Chevy SS Cobalt and me with my burgundy 2005 Mazda 
Miata drove up the 101 Redwood Highway, to Eureka.  
Took our time sight seeing, still got there in less than 
four hours.  Relaxed in our motel room, then showed 
up at Leon’s Car Care around 5:30 PM for tech inspec-
tion.  After looking the cars over real good and putting 
them on a lift, Lynn’s car was fine, but on mine, they saw 
a drip from the clutch slave cylinder and recommend I 
change it soon. 

At 8:00 AM Saturday morning we showed up for the in-
cluded breakfast at the Samoa Smoke House.  There was 
some classroom instruction after breakfast with lots of 
good information.  Then off to the track, 8 students, 4 
instructors.  Perfect.!!!  Lots of seat time on the track 
with lunch included also.

Saturday night, Lynn and I went to dinner at Lost Coast 
Brewery, with pool tables and NASCAR racing on the TV.  
Great food, Great night.

8:00 AM Sunday showed up at the track for an autocross 
with only 30 cars.  It made for a great day.  Oh ya, lunch 
was included on Sunday also.

After cleaning up and putting cones away Sunday eve-
ning we headed home.  Totally Awesome weekend!

STEVE ROSSITER’S

1963 VW KARRMAN GHIA

THIS MONTH’S COVER CAR IS

Thank You ~ 
to Silas Boden !

Silas has been meeting 
United Site Services every week, so that USS 

can clean the porta potties. 

* Getting your car through 
Tech Inspection *

First thing after you register your car and 
have been assigned worker position:

	Empty all loose items from your Car, 
	Empty all loose items from Trunk
	Get in Tech Line, Put blue Registration Card on your 

windshield or dash
	Open your Hood & Trunk or Hatch
	Have your Helmet out and ready to be inspected
	Remove Wheel Covers or Hub Caps

If this is your first time getting your car Inspected 
or you are not sure if your car will pass.  Maybe 

being present at your car would be a good idea.

* Things Tech Inspector looks at * 
	Helmet must be Snell Approved 2005 or newer. 

We will place a sticker on the helmet if it passes 
inspection. (Snell 2000 is not allowed) 

	No loose items in car
	Ensure the battery is properly tied down
	Wheel bearing movement
	Lug Nuts all are present and tight
	Tires, have good tread depth with no bulges, 

cuts or cords
	Firm brake pedal
	Tight steering wheel
	Engine fluid caps are present and secure
	Engine hoses, wires, and belts are in good 

shape and free of cracks.
	Seat Belts present & secure:

	 Two-strap shoulder harnesses shall not be worn 	
	 in open automobiles,which are not equipped 	
	 with roll bars.
	Roll bars are REQUIRED in all purpose-

built competition cars and any other open 
cockpit automobiles using racing (non-D.O.T. 
approved) tires

If your car does not have a Tech Sticker
when you drive up to the Grid

 you will not be allowed to autocross.!!!!



www.empiresportscar.orgPage 11

LS 12-11

ESCA’s CURRENT 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP IS 

269

Circulation: 150 copies to people (families known by co-
workers, neighbors and friends as auto enthusiasts).  Their 
influence reaches far beyond their own personal purchases, 
most probably, affecting 5 times that number of automotive 
product buying decision makers.  Think about it.  People 
know; they talk to you about cars.  You are influential; so is 
the Pit Stop, and a BARGAIN for advertisers.

PIT STOP  ADVERTISING
RATES:

Classified		 $2.00	   per month	 5 lines max.
Business Card	 $3.00	   per month	 3 1/2” X 2”
1/4 Page		  $4.00	   per month	 3 1/2” X 5”
1/2 Page		  $8.00	   per month	 7 1/2” X 5”
Full Page		 $16.00	   per month	 7 1/2” X 10”

ESCA members: 1/2 price on above,
except, Classified is FREE.

LS 7-11

MAY
01 (SUN)	   Rolls Royce Car Show at BR Cohn
03 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
07 (SAT)		  Porsche Auto-X in Santa Rosa
07 (SAT)		  TRC A/B Rallye in Mt. View
07 (SAT)		  Petaluma Plazarama Car Show by 		
		  Cruisin’ North Car Club.
07 (SAT)		  TTSCC Auto-x at Santa Clara

14 (SAT)		  ESCA Auto-X
15 (SUN)		 Sonoma/Marin Concours in San Rafael
17 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
21-22 (S&S)	 RSCC Auto-X’s in Samoa
21 (SAT)		  Free Classic Car Show in Maxwell

JUNE
4-5 (S&S)		 Sonoma Historic MS Festival Infineon
05 (SUN)		 So. CO. Mustang Car Show at BR Cohn
07 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
11 (SAT)		  Porsche Auto-X in Santa Rosa
11-12 (S&S)	 RSCC Auto-X’s at Samoa
11-12 (S&S)	 Cascade Lakes HillClimb Ashland, OR

18 (SAT)		  ESCA Auto-x
21 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
24-26 (F-S-S)	 Save/Mart Narcar at Infineon
25-26 (S&S)	 Freezeout HillClimb Emmett, ID

JULY
03 (SUN)		 Charity Car Classic at BR Cohn
2-3 (S&S)		 Larison Rock HillClimb Oak-Ridge, OR
05 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
09 (SAT)		  Datsun/Nissan/Infiniti CarShow at
		  Brisbane-   http://www.zonc.org/
9-10 (S&S)	 Rolex Grand AM at Laguna Seca
9-10 (S&S)	 RSCC Auto-X’s at Samoa

16 (SAT)		  ESCA Auto-X
18-23 (M-S)	 Z Car Convention, Savannah,GA
19 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
22-24 (F-S-S)	 Red Bull US Grand Prix, Laguna Seca
29-31 (F-S-S)	 RSCC’s Hoopa Hillclimb

AUGUST
02 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
06 (SAT)		  Mendocino Rally 2011
		  http://mendocinorally.com/
16 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
20-21 (S&S)	 RSCC Auto-X’s at Samoa
20-21 (S&S)	 Bible Creek HillClimb Oregon
19-21 (F-S-S)	 Rolex Monterey Motorsport Reunion 
		  at Laguna Seca

27 (SAT)		  ESCA Auto-x
26-28 (F-S-S)	 Indy Grand Prix at Infineon

SEPTEMBER
3-4 (S&S)	 Bogus Basin Boise, ID
06 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
17 (SAT)		  Porsche Auto-X at Santa Rosa

18 (SUN)		 ESCA Auto-x
16-18 (F-S-S)	 American LeMans at Laguna Seca
20 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting

OCTOBER
04 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting
8-9 (S&S)		 Porsche Auto-x in Santa Rosa

15 (SAT)		  ESCA Auto-X
18 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting

NOVEMBER
01 (TUE)	 8 PM Regular Meeting
15 (TUE)		  8 PM Regular Meeting


