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P.O. BOX 2242, SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 95405

ESCA Meeting 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 

7:00 p.m.
ESCA Meetings are In-Person/ZOOM

Round Table Pizza, 1791 Marlow Rd, Santa Rosa
Link for ZOOM meeting will be sent before the meeting.

What's inside. . .

PIT STOP

PLEASE WELCOME
         NEW MEMBERS . . .

Travis Peterson	 Audi A4
David Cave		  Devin/Alfa 4C
Ian J. Cave		  BMW 525I

https://www.empiresportscar.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/autocross
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Amped Up
By Stephanie Brazell

Next ESCA Autocross
Saturday, September 5, 2026

Sonoma County Fairgrounds
1350 Bennett Valley Rd. 

Schedule
• Site opens at 8:00 A.M., unless you’re scheduled   
   for set-up.
• Gate closes at 9:15 A.M.
• Check-in closes at 9:30 A.M.
• New Drivers Course walk at 9:15 A.M.
• Mandatory Drivers Meeting at 9:40 A.M.
• Self Tech Card must be completed, it is available 
at time of registration on MSR & it's emailed to you.
• Registration link was emailed to you on 8/16/26.
• Invited guests pay ESCA cost plus $10 for One-
Day Membership and ESCA Member must email 
full name and email address of guest to ESCA Sec-
retary  at   secretary@empiresportscar.org 

At the Autocross - REMEMBER
• Bring all release forms signed, they are emailed 
to you on Thursday or Friday before the autocross.
• Have Driver License & ESCA Card out before the 
gate.
• No Drugs, dogs or Alcohol allowed on site.
• Bring contrasting colored tape for car number.
• Decibel limit is 95 - No car warm-ups before 10

A.M.
• Helmets MUST be Snell Approved 2010 or newer.
• Must sign-up for Worker Position at Check-In.
• No food or water on site - please bring your own. 
If leaving early see Craig Hammond or event chair. 

2026 Autocross Helmet 
Requirement

Autocross helmets MUST be Snell Approved
 2010 or Newer for all events. 

CURRENT ESCA
MEMBERSHIP

168

Now that it is August school 
is starting up again.  What I had 
become accustomed to as my 
commute will not be until next 
June. 

A moment of silence please.
When I leave for work, hwy 101 is generally quoted as 

“the fastest route with an average speed of 35 mph.” I am not 
worried about gas mileage, so the siren song of the backroads 
is more than I can resist.  This may only be my experience, but 
a consistent commute becomes like visiting a local coffee shop.  
Regular customers become recognizable, a pushy person that 
picks up coffee for the office, or someone that flirts with the 
barista without regard to others’ time.  Similarly, I remember 
the second gen Prius that drives like it’s the Grand Prix only 
to come to a complete stop, for a right turn. With school 
resuming, there are going to be new ‘faces’ to learn to avoid, 
many people trying to get back into their routines, will be 
distracted and not at their best.  

Stay safe everyone and give grace to all those frazzled parents 
and teen drivers out there.  Not the aforementioned Prius 
though, just give them a wide berth.

ESCA 2026 Elections
Because ESCA changed to one meeting a month in 2025 

our elections will be a little different for 2027 officers.
At the September regular meeting we select our 

nomination committee to call people who could run for 
office.

At the October regular meeting we will open nominations 
to the floor and the committee members will give the results 
on their calling of eligible members.

At the November regular meeting we will again open 
nominations from the floor and the committee members will 
give a final report on their calling and nominations will be 
closed.

The election will then be held by Google Documents.
The elections results will be announced at the December 

Regular meeting and the Officers will be installed at the 
Annual meeting in December.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:secretary@smpiresportscar.org
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By Michael Bundy
For those of you unfamiliar with the Bay Model in Sausalito 

it was built in 1957 by the Army Corps of Engineers as a fully 
operational hand sculpted scale bay model. Used for scientific 
research between 1958 and 2000 it is the only one of its kind 
in the world. 

In a cavernous warehouse of approximately 2 acres it 
simulates the tides affecting the entire San Francisco Bay 
Area. A hydraulic working scale model of 1 foot per 1000 feet, 
it can study the currents, tidal action, sediment movement, 
and mixing of salt with fresh water. Depth variations are 
compensated by 250,000 copper strips. 

A complete daily tide cycle is completed in 14.9 minutes. 
We will start our tour at the Route 1 Bakery in Tomales, the 

bakery has great coffee and pastries. 
Departing at 10:00 AM we will drive Highway 1 down into 

Point Reyes Station and on to Stinson Beach. This leg takes 
approximately one hour. At Stinson Beach there are restrooms 
available at the beach parking lot, also a well equipped market 
if you wish to order sandwiches and lunch for later. 

From Stinson Beach we continue on Highway 1 into 
Mill Valley, a short hop on 101 and on to the Bay Model in 
Sausalito. 

Total drive time is approximately 1 and 1/2 hours, 
depending on the length of our stops we should arrive at the 
model noonish. 

We have a scheduled Docent tour at 1:00 PM so there is 
plenty of time for lunch, and pictures (you know Bob and his 
pictures) at several picnic tables bayside. 

The tour is free but always donations are welcome. 
The tour can accommodate up to 20 people so please 

contact me to be included, the drive is spectacular and the 
tour very educational. 

Wednesday, September 16, 2026
Start: 10:00 AM 

from Highway 1 Bakery in Tomales
RSVP to Michael Bundy at: 

salmoncreekcompany@comcast.net

ESCA Tour

Have a Tour Idea?
Send it to ESCA Chair, Stephanie Brazell 

 chairman@empiresportscar.org

http://www.empiresportscar.org
file:///Users/Bob/Desktop/ESCA%20Things/%20Pit%20Stop%20articles/2026%20PS%20Articles/08.%20AugPS%20Aug.%20/x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/15
mailto:salmoncreekcompany%40comcast.net?subject=ESCA%20Tour
mailto:chairman%40empiresportscar.org?subject=ESCA%20Tour
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ESCA Constitutional By-Laws Update for Board Position
By Blain Hendrix,  8-17-2026

We would like to present a change to the ESCA Constitution. This was initiated by the idea to change our board member 
position of “Ex-Officio” to become “Member at Large”. This would make the position easier to qualify for by eliminating the 
requirement that the board member needs to have been a prior ESCA officer, allowing more members to become involved. 
The duties would remain essentially the same, including acting in an advisory role. Requirements would be similar to other 
board members with the additional requirement that the member at large be an active* member for one year.

The Constitution will need to be approved by an upcoming vote of the active membership. Please provide any feedback to 
the ESCA Secretary: secretary@empiresportscar.org   * active member is a Regular Member, one who does not miss four 
consecutive regular meetings..

Editor Notes: The complete 2025 Constitutional By-Laws of the Empire Sports Car Association "ESCA" and the Policies 
and Procedures may be download from the ESCA website at https://www.empiresportscar.org under the tab "Membership".

Below are the pertinent sections of the Constitutional By-Laws of the Empire Sports Car Association "ESCA" and the 
Policies and Procedures as they now read and with the proposed changes.

CONSTITUTIONAL BY-LAWS OF THE 
EMPIRE SPORTS CAR ASSOCIATION “ESCA”

Amended 2-6-2025      Amended XXXX 2026
ARTICLE VI.  OFFICERS
Section 1. 	 Board of Directors: The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected offices. The elected officers of this 

association shall consist of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Ex-Officio Member at Large. They shall 
be responsible for the administrative affairs of the association. They shall have the general charge of the funds and of all 
property of the association. They shall have the power to order the payment of all bills or claims against the association, 
to execute the contracts and to transact all the usual business of the association.

Section 2. 	 Paragraph E - “Ex-Officio”:  The Ex-Officio:   Member at Large:
�� shall have been an officer of the Board of Directors within the last four years.  Shall have been an active member for a 

minimum of one year. 
�� shall serve in an advisory capacity on the newly elected board. 
�� shall be nominated and elected in the same manner as new officers. 

Pit Stop the Early Years: December 1963
By Bob Jenkins

On the front page were the ESCA meeting dates and location, which was the El Rancho on Santa Rosa Avenue, and a 
December calendar with a tour to the Imported Car Show at Brooks Hall in S.F. The minutes of the ESCA meeting of November 
5th showed Larry MacDonald as Chairman. Jon McNulty was accepted as a Regular member, Homer Balsley gave a report 
on the Halloween Rallye and thanked the workers. Incorporation was discussed, as was joining the Northern Cal. Sports Car 
Council. There were minutes from the November 19th meeting, where the Treasurer reported a balance of $166.65 and John 
Monacelli, Kathy Kateley, and Chuck & Jean Sims were welcomed as new members. The club incorporation papers were voted 
on and signed. Martha Liske was thanked for making ESCA banners to be used on club tours. An “On the Road” article (Part 
2) talked about Autocross; Trails; Funkhanas and Gymkhanas. An article entitled “ESCA Visits Marin” talked about a 10 car 
tour which covered 130 miles and took 8 hours. “Boo” was the title of an article about the ESCA Halloween Rallye that left 
from the G.K. Hardts car dealership on Santa Rosa Avenue, and found a Vampire and Dracula at Molino’s corner, pirates in 
Occidental, birds in Bodega, ghosts in Bloomfield and Lions on Gravenstein Hwy. The rallye had 25 car run and finished back 
a G.K Hardt for a buffet and dance.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:secretary%40empiresportscar.org?subject=ESCA%20Constitutional%20By-Laws
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http://www.empiresportscar.org
msreg.com/2026ESCABanquet
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Cars & Coffee - All FREE events
1st Sunday of the Month

ΕΕ 8am-10am Santa Rosa at Montecito Shopping Center
ΕΕ 6:30am-10:00am Novato at 132 Vintage Way

2nd Sunday of the Month: 8 am - 10 am
ΕΕ Santa Rosa at Farmers Ln Plaza, 1500 Block of 

    Farmers Lane
ΕΕ Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Boulevard

4th Sunday of the Month: 9 am
ΕΕ Penngrove at 10070 Main Street

Last Sunday of the Month: 8 am – 10 am
ΕΕ Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway

Every Sunday of the Month: 11 am – 2 pm
ΕΕ Santa Rosa at Machado Burgers, 406 Larkfield Center

ΕΕ Car Show every Friday 4 - 7 pm at Machado Burgers

ESCA Member Profiles Wanted
You can write about the things you have done to your car, the 

ESCA events you like to attend, when you joined ESCA, and/
or your hobbies other than ESCA. Please hold your article to no 
more than one page. Also include a picture of yourself and your 
car and send to the Pit Stop editor at: 

thebeard@sonic.net

Question:
How can I be a voting ESCA member?

Answer:
It's easy - just make two meetings in a row and ask the 
Board to change your membership status from an 
Associate to a Regular member. Then make sure you 
don't miss more than 3 meetings in a row, because if 
your miss 4 meetings in a row you must than make 2 
meetings in a row to regain your Active Regular 
Membership status.

~ ESCA Secretary
10-20-2011 at the Airport

Balloon:  What class am I in?
ESCA: None - you must have 4 wheels to run the autocross.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:thebeard%40sonic.net?subject=ESCA%20Profiles
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Continued on page 8

July 26, 2026 Autocross at Fairgrounds

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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July 26th Autocross Report
Our July 26th ESCA autocross brought out 36 drivers for a 

great day of competition and camaraderie.
James Clenney set the fastest time in a Tesla Model 3 

Performance, followed closely by Justin Bowen, also in a 
Model 3 Performance, with Grady Carter posting the third-
fastest time.

Special thanks to John Castellano for designing a fun, 
challenging course and to Ken Silk for generously instructing 
and mentoring our newer drivers, plus every volunteer who 
pitched in to make the event possible.

Unfortunately, our August 1st autocross had to be canceled 
due to a double booking at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 
but we’re pleased to share that the scheduling issue has been 
resolved.

We’re excited for a strong turnout at our September 5th 

autocross and can’t wait to see everyone back on course!
Craig Hammond, Autocross Chair

Continued on page 9

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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                                   July 26, 2026 ESCA AX Photo Link:      https://photos.app.goo.gl/cjx637twcPGnqnRF6

Class # Driver Car Model Raw Time Diff. From 1st
1 gte-s 176 James	Clenney 2025	Tesla	Model	3	Performance 40.323 0.000 0.000
2 gte-s 48 Justin	Bowen 2024	Tesla	Model	3	Performance 40.425 0.102 0.102
3 gtb-s 919 Grady	Carter 2016	Porsche	Cayman	981 41.582 1.157 1.259
4 gtb-s 66 Ernesto	Dal	Bo 2019	Porsche	718	Cayman	S 42.389 0.807 2.066
5 gta-s 21 Emerson	Philpot 2003	Porsche	996	Turbo 42.621 0.232 2.298
6 gtb-s 63 Stacy	OConnell 2015	Porsche	Boxster	S 42.625 0.004 2.302
7 gtb-s 26 Roy	Peterka 2023	Honda	Civic	Type	R 42.796 0.171 2.473
8 gtb-s 421 Nicholas	Doyle 1990	Nissan	240sx 43.135 0.339 2.812
9 gtc-s 7 Jonathan	Teeter 1995	Mazda	Miata 43.232 0.097 2.909
10 gtb-s 2 Blain	Hendrix 2007	Porsche	Cayman 43.569 0.337 3.246
11 gtc-s 1701 Christopher	Brazell 2019	Mazda	MX-5	Miata	RF 43.726 0.157 3.403
12 gtb-s 98 Stephen	Wong 2013	Porsche	Boxster	S 43.888 0.162 3.565
13 gta-s 23 Blaine	Pope 1995	Chevrolet	Camaro	Z28 44.051 0.163 3.728
14 gtb-s 935 Connor	Newton 2007	Porsche	Cayman	S 44.062 0.011 3.739
15 gtc-s 711 Keith	Kruetzfeldt 2007	Mazda	Miata 44.320 0.258 3.997
16 gtc-s 3 John	Castellano 1960	Volkswagen	Bug 44.510 0.190 4.187
17 gta-s 99 Ben	Davoren 2017	Porsche	Carrera	S	Cabriolet 44.663 0.153 4.340
18 gta-s 171 Jason	Pike 1967	Ford	Mustang 44.692 0.029 4.369
19 gtc-r 9 John	Schliemann 1995	Mazda	Miata 44.727 0.035 4.404
20 gtb-s 250 Essy	Fariab 1973	Porsche	911 44.969 0.242 4.646
21 gtb-s 14 Martin	Johns 2011	BMW	128i	convertibl 45.065 0.096 4.742
22 gtb-s 288 Travis	Peterson 2013	Audi	Quattro	Sedan 45.124 0.059 4.801
23 gtb-s 25 Travis	Whitted 2019	Mercedes-Benz	GLA45 45.199 0.075 4.876
24 gtc-s 37 Gavin	Morton 1986	Honda	Crx	si 45.388 0.189 5.065
25 gtb-s 60 Alan	R	Jung 1990	Mazda	Miata 46.140 0.752 5.817
26 gta-s 264 Steve	Forshay 2017	Porsche	Macan	GTS 46.255 0.115 5.932
27 gte-s 59 Stephanie	Brazell 2021	Polestar	Polestar	2 46.385 0.130 6.062
28 gta-s 109 Tamara	Woolever 2019	Chevrolet	Camaro 46.752 0.367 6.429
29 gtb-s 52 Tyler	Whitted Mercedes-Benz	GLA45 47.245 0.493 6.922
30 gta-s 137 Kevin	Cross 2022	Toyota	Supra 47.369 0.124 7.046
31 gtb-s 271 Don	Mar 2006	Mitsubishi	Evo	IX 48.026 0.657 7.703
32 gta-s 86 Lance	Grimsley 2024	Ford	Mustang	Dark	Horse 48.434 0.408 8.111
33 gta-s 20 Brad	Gettle 2025	BMW	M2 48.724 0.290 8.401
34 gtb-s 191 Julie	Silk 2006	Mini	Cooper	S 49.808 1.084 9.485
35 gtb-s 42 Duke	Ferris 2006	Porsche 49.930 0.122 9.607
36 gtb-s 580 John	Dolan 2001	Porsche	Boxster	S 66.782 16.852 26.459

July 26th Autocross Results

http://www.empiresportscar.org
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cjx637twcPGnqnRF6
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Long Ago in Pit Stop
September 1979

By Bob Jenkins
A column entitled Beard Space by ESCA Chairman Bob 

Jenkins talked about communications and the fact that Board 
members were not communicating and it was becoming a 
problem.

A Rallye News article talked about the Annual Trick or 
Treat Rallye that was to happen in October with checkpoint 
workers to be in costume.

A Sears Point NASCAR tour article by Karen Larson 
talked about the 6 ESCA members who attend the NASCAR 
West Grand Nationals race at Sears Point (now Sonoma 
Raceway) along with a pro Formula Ford Race and several 
SCCA National Races.

An article entitled RE-RUN V WRAP-UP talked about the 
annual charity autocross that donated $444.19 to Sonoma 
County Easter Seals Society. The club results showed Frank 
Jurin in first, followed by Terry Larson second, Ted Dunlap in 
third, and Bill Diekmann in 4th.

A Rambling Out to Ross article by Steve Thomasson 
invited members to pack a lunch for a tour up to Fort Ross.

A Summer Party Revisited article by Martha (Wendt) 
Cirata stated the day started with a tour from the El Rancho 
(now Costco Plaza) up to Johnson's Beach in Guerneville for 
swimming and games. Then headed back to Santa Rosa to 
get cleaned up for dinner at the Black Forest Inn at St Francis 
Shopping Center in Rincon Valley.

A Sports Car Olympics 1979 article by Terry & Karen 
Larson talked about the Labor Day weekend sports car events 
at Boreal Ridge. The first event was a T&D Rallye to the 

Ridge, followed by a Concours at Boreal and check in 
at the condominiums. This was followed by dinner, awards 
for the first two events and then the final event of the day a 
Sports Car Quiz. 

When the next morning came it was breakfast, an 
Autocross, a Funkhana, and a Rallye at the Ridge. 
Then dinner, awards for the day's events and back to the 
condominiums for parties.

The morning of the final day came early for some as they 
headed out for the last event another autocross, which was 
followed by the banquet, where more awards were passed 
out. 

In all, the 13 ESCA members took home 27 awards and a 
door prize which was a trip to the Bob Bondurant Driving 
School at Sears Point. 

Bob the Beard and Martha (Wendt) Cirata enjoying 
the water at Johnson's Beach in 1979 

ESCA members at the Concour at the 
Sports Car Olympics at Boreal Ridge in 1979

The Dunlap's Porsche Speedster at an ESCA autocross 
at the Sonoma County Airport in 1979

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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PRE-REGISTRATION
 ZONC MEMBER: $20
 NON-MEMBER: $30

REGISTRATION 

(THRU SEPT. 6)

SIGN-IN AT SHOW BEGINS 10 AM

(AFTER SEPT. 6)
 ALL VEHICLES: $35

2026

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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September
01	 ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
05	 ESCA Autocross
12	 Cloverdale Car Show
12-13	 Redwood Sports Car Club AutoX at Samoa
13	 ZONC Car Show in Brisbane

16	 ESCA Tour to Bay Model
22	  Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

October
06	 ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
10-11	 Redwood Sports Car Club AutoX at Samoa
27	 Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

November
01  ESCA Autocross Double Points (Sunday)
03           ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
25	  Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

December
01	 ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
06	 ESCA Annual Meeting & Banquet
05-06	  24 Hours of Lemons at Sonoma Raceway
22	  Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park	
TBA	 ESCA Annual Christmas Lights Tour

Check websites and Facebook for the latest information to learn

 if the events are going to happen as scheduled.

ESCA & Other 2026 Calendar

If you're not listed - it's because the Data Base 
Manager does not have your month of birth. 

And you're wished a Happy Birthday!

Happy September Birthdays

For Bay Area Rallyes check out the :
Rallye Club website information 

http://www.therallyeclub.org
https://redwoodpca.org

FOR SALE
contact: design@2ndzenith.com

Marisa Castellano
	 Kevin Cross
		  Ryan Haugh
			   Jerilyn Holm 
Alex Ivakhnenko
	 Angelo Kljavin
		  John Schliemann 
			   Julie Silk
Trevor Swallow
	 Travis Whitted
		  Nigel Wildt

http://www.empiresportscar.org
http://www.therallyeclub.org
https://redwoodpca.org
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10%
discount

for Club 

Master
certified

Service & Maintenance Specialty Repair Get in touch with us:

Hammond Autowerks

www.hammondautowerks.com
4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA

a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work

mercedes-benz
bmw
smart 
audi/vw

707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

European service, repair
performance and

tuning

members

Classified	 $2.00	 per month 	 5 lines max.

Business Card	 $3.00	 per month	 3 1/2” X 2”

1/4 Page		 $4.00	  per month	 3 1/2” X 5”

1/2 Page		 $8.00	  per month	 7 1/2” X 5”

Full Page		 $16.00	  per month	 7 1/2” X 10”

PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:
ESCA members: 1/2 price on below, except, Classified text is 

FREE. $1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.

Redwood Sports Car Club
Redwood runs their autocross' at Samoa Dragstrip on a 
Saturday & Sunday of the same weekend. 

They also run a HillClimb at Korbel. 
Their web site is http://www.rscc.net/

more information is on their facebook page.

▶▶ 5 speed manual
▶▶ 4-cyl transmission
▶▶ leather interior
▶▶ mileage is 207453

For Sale

2003 Honda Accord Coupe 

I am asking $3,800

Please contact Paul at
pauljosep13@gmail.com 

Save the Date
12-06-26 ESCA Banquet

http://www.empiresportscar.org
http://www.rscc.net/
mailto:pauljosep13%40gmail.com?subject=Honda
mailto:chucksbrake@sbcglobal.net
mailto:the.garage.petaluma@gmail.com
https://www.hammondautowerks.com
https://www.facebook.com/hammondautowerks
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