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ESCA Meetings are [n-Person/ZO0OM

Round Table Pizza, 1791 Marlow Rd, Santa Rosa
Link for ZOOM meeting will be sent before the meeting.
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Amped Up

By Stephanie Brazell

Electric Expo, Demo Days,
and the EV Question
Last August, I attended the
second Electric Expo at Alameda Point. The event was advertised

as an opportunity to explore not just electric cars, but also other
forms of transportation such as e-bikes and scooters. It also
featured vendors focused on home improvement and energy-
related products.

I attended with a specific goal in mind: finding a backup
plan should something ever happen to Stella, my Polestar. I was
hoping to test drive as many smaller EV's as the organizers would
allow. The test-drive area was simple but effective, with a launch
lane and a curvy handling course.

Although I did not fully achieve my goal, I enjoyed the event
overall. I was able to drive a variety of vehicles, including some
much larger than what I had originally come to evaluate. I also
learned quite a bit from the vendors, and Alameda Point itself
had seen several upgrades since my last visit. Some of the more
notable manufacturers present included Cadillac, Tesla, Lucid,
Volvo, and GM, which brought along the electric Hummer.

With my Plan B still in mind, I later went on a few dealership
visits with a friend while she was shopping for a car. During those
visits, I heard a common theme from two different salespeople:
EV inventory arrives in small numbers and tends to sell quickly.
Their message was essentially the same: if you see one you want,
act fast.

A Volvo salesperson even suggested that the Cross Country
EX30 might not be coming to the U.S. after all, despite only
recently being introduced. In all honesty, he had me pegged as
smitten and may have simply been trying to close a sale. Given
how relaxed he was about everything else, I genuinely could not
tell. He cited changing federal policies as a reason automakers
were bringing fewer EVs to market. Considering Polestar had
been uninvited from the future US market after all, it felt like
anything was possible.

That shift may have played a role in the evolution of this year’s
event, which was rebranded as Demo Days.

Demo Days still had some highlights. SLATE was there with

continued on page &
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Next ESCA Autocross
Sunhday, November 1, 2026

Sonoma County Fairgrounds
1350 Bennett Valley Rd.
Schedule

- Site opens at 8:00 A.M., unless you're scheduled

for set-up

- Gate closes at 9:15 A.M.

« Check-in closes at 9:30 A.M.

« New Drivers Course walk at 9:15 A.M.

« Mandatory Drivers Meeting at 9:40 A.M.

« Self Tech Card must be completed, it is available

at time of registration on MSR & it's emailed to you

- Registration link will be emailed to you in mid-
October.

« Invited guests pay the ESCA cost plus $10 for
One-Day Membership and ESCA Member must
email full name and email address of guest to
ESCA Secretary at secretary@empiresportscar.org

At the Autocross - REMEMBER

« Bring all release forms signed, they are emailed

to you on Thursday or Friday before the autocross

« Have Driver License & ESCA Card out before the

gate.

+ No Drugs, dogs or Alcohol allowed on site.

« Bring contrasting colored tape for car number

« Decibel limit is 95 - No car warm-ups before 10

AM.

« Helmets MUST be Snell Approved 2010 or newer

« Must sign-up for Worker Position at Check-In

« No food or water on site - please bring your own.

If leaving early see Craig Hammond or event chair
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2026 Autocross Helmet
Requirement
Autocross helmets MUST be Snell Approved
2010 or Newer for all events.
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Saturday, October 10, 2026

Care to take a fun, autumn drive to the coast on Saturday,
October 10th ?

The trees will be colorful, the air delightful and at the
end of the drive you can be a Chili Taster!! The Bodega Bay
Community Center is holding their Chili Cookoff fund
raiser that day from noon to 4.

Of course there will be Chili Tasting and a whole lot of
Raffle Prizes to be won. Come on out and be a taster and then
you can vote for your favorite chili...there will be many Chili-
istas wanting you to try theirs.

We'll also have the Chili Bar set up with wine, beer and
soft drinks available.

The cost is $25, the scenery is free, the music is perfect,
the vibe will be great and remember...your vote counts!!

PS: ESCA member Michael Bundy is going to be a chili-
istal Come on out and try his...it really is good!

Bodega Bay Community Center
2255 Highway 1, Bodega Bay
For any questions please contact us at:
bbcommunityassoc@comcast.net
1-707-875-9609

Frank Jurin autocrosssing in his Lotus Europa at

Coddingtown in 1970's.
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Amped Up

continued from page 2

a late-stage pre-production prototype, and Rivian brought the
upcoming R2. Subaru showcased the Trailseeker, a two-row
EV roughly the size of an Outback. Honda, Toyota, Kia, and
Hyundai also attended with a variety of vehicles available for
viewing and test drives.

One particularly interesting exhibit was a trailer equipped
with its own battery and motor, designed to reduce the towing
burden on an EV.

Chris attended this year’s event without me and noticed
something interesting: among Hyundais offerings, the EVs
consistently had the longest test-drive lines, and by a significant
margin. Opportunities like this are valuable because they allow
people to drive multiple vehicles back-to-back and compare
them in real time. Unlike a traditional dealership visit, you
do not have to spend an afternoon getting fully set up with
a salesperson. You can focus on the vehicles that genuinely
interest you and move on when you’re done.

Of course, there is still a trade-oft. You have to sign a waiver
and hand over your contact information to the manufacturers.
I still receive a monthly email from Lucid despite having no
plans to buy one anytime soon.

As I tried to understand why this year’s event seemed more
hybrid-friendly, and why there appears to be the potential for
fewer EVs in the market over the next few years, I spent some
time looking into what might be driving the changes. The
explanations I found generally centered on consumer demand,
with many buyers still hesitant to commit to a fully electric
vehicle and instead preferring hybrid options.

Personally, I see that trend as a step backward, though I
recognize that I have my own biases. What I do know is that
the long lines for EV test drives suggest there is still genuine
interest in electric vehicles. Whatever direction the market
ultimately takes, it seems clear that the appetite for EVs has not
disappeared.
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ESCA Happrenings

October

Chili Cook-off in Bodega Bay, support ESCA Member,

Michael Bundy, on the 10™

November
Double Point AutoCross on the 1%t

December

Annual Awards, Installation of Officers,
Banquet and Toy Drive on the 6™

Christmas Lights Tour date TBA - Who wants to lead?

Cars & Coffee - All FREE events

1% Sunday of the Month
¢ 8am-10am Santa Rosa at Montecito Shopping Center
¢ 6:30am-10:00am Novato at 132 Vintage Way

2" Sunday of the Month: 8 am - 10 am

© Santa Rosa at Farmers Ln Plaza, 1500 Block of
Farmers Lane

+ Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Boulevard

4* Sunday of the Month: 9 am
+ Penngrove at 10070 Main Street

Last Sunday of the Month: 8 am - 10 am
o Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway

Every Sunday of the Month: 11 am - 2 pm
+ Santa Rosa at Machado Burgers, 406 Larkfield Center

o Car Show every Friday 4 - 7 pm at Machado Burgers

ESCA Member Profiles Wanted

You can write about the things you have done to your car, the
ESCA events you like to attend, when you joined ESCA, and/
or your hobbies other than ESCA. Please hold your article to no
more than one page. Also include a picture of yourself and your
car and send to the Pit Stop editor at:

thebeard@sonic.net

ESCA 2026 Elections

Because ESCA changed to one meeting a month in 2025
our elections will be a little different for 2027 officers.

At the October regular meeting we open nominations to
the floor and the committee members will give the results on
their calling of eligible members.

At the November regular meeting we will again open
nominations from the floor and the committee members will
give a final report on their calling and nominations will be
closed.

The election will then be held online by Google
Documents.

The elections results will be announced at the December
Regular meeting and the Officers will be installed at the

Annual meeting in December.
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September 5™ Autocross

By Craig Hammond

ESCAs September 5" autocross brought out 43 drivers
for a beautiful day of competition. We owe special thanks to
TamaraWoolever and Charlie Sawyer, who kept the timing
computer running smoothly all day, and to Guy Southern for
getting things set up in the morning and making sure the tech
side was ready to go. Congratulations to Stacy O’Connell,
who edged out rival Grady Carter for first place. Grady took a
strong second and Roy Peterka powered his 2023 Civic Type R
to a well-earned third.

After the event, about ten drivers met at Mr. Chili’s Tap
Room on Montgomery Drive to swap stories and unwind. Our
next event is November 1%, and remember, it’s a double points
event, so there’s plenty of opportunity to make up ground on
your nearest rival. I'll be calculating points and sending out

standings ahead of the event. Hope to see you there.
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September 05, 2026 Autocross Photos

More Sept. 5* Autocross Photos
https://photos.app.goo.gl/SDH44JNQvbesH3CY7
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September 5 Autocross Results

Class| # |Driver Car Model Raw Time | Diff. | From 1st
1 gtb-s 63 |Stacy OConnell 2015 Porsche Boxster S 41.055 0.000 0.000
2 gtb-s 919 |Grady Carter 2016 Porsche Cayman 981 41.093 0.038 0.038
3 gtb-s 26 |Roy Peterka 2023 Honda Civic Type R 41.331 0.238 0.276
4 gtb-s 2 Blain Hendrix 2007 Porsche Cayman 41.781 0.450 0.726
5 gta-s 21 |Emerson Philpot 2003 Porsche 996 Turbo 41.830 0.049 0.775
6 gtc-s 7 Jonathan Teeter 1995 Mazda Miata 42.277 0.447 1.222
7 gta-s 153 [Michael Prescott 2013 Ford Mustang 5.0 42.375 0.098 1.320
8 gtb-s 69 |Ernesto Dal Bo 2019 Porsche 718 Cayman S 42.452 0.077 1.397
9 gta-s 210 |Patricia Jeffries 2003 Porsche 996 Turbo 42.490 0.038 1.435
10 gtb-s 95 |Brent Werder 2003 Nissan 350z 42.685 0.195 1.630
11 gtc-r 27 |Craig Hammond 1983 Mazda rx7 43.030 0.345 1.975
12 gtc-s 1701 |Christopher Brazell |2019 Mazda MX-5 Miata RF 43.155 0.125 2.100
13 gtb-s 250 |Essy Fariab 1973 Porsche 911 43.214 0.059 2.159
14 gta-s 351 |[Charley Sawyer 1966 Ford Mustang 43.306 0.092 2.251
15 gtb-s 288 |[Travis Peterson 2013 Audi Quattro Sedan 43.496 0.190 2.441
16 gtc-s 711 |Keith Kruetzfeldt 2007 Mazda Miata 43.510 0.014 2.455
17 gtc-r 9 John Schliemann 1995 Mazda Miata 43.533 0.023 2.478
18 gta-s 171 |Jason Pike 1967 Ford Mustang 43.667 0.134 2.612
19 gta-s 23 |Blaine Pope 1995 Chevrolet Camaro 228 43.727 0.060 2.672
20 gtc-s 3 John Castellano 1960 Volkswagen Bug 44.057 0.330 3.002
21 gtb-s 14 |Martin Johns 2011 BMW 128i convertibl 44.313 0.256 3.258
22 gtc-s 623 |Nate Rosen 2001 Toyota mr2 spyder 44.425 0.112 3.370
23 gtb-s 66 |Elijah Seal 2022 Subaru WRX 44.504 0.079 3.449
24 gta-s 109 |Tamara Woolever |2019 Chevrolet Camaro 44.871 0.367 3.816
25 gtb-s 100 [Javier Berrios 2026 Honda FI5 45.281 0.410 4.226
26 gtc-s 151 |Kyle Welsh 2014 Subaru BRZ 45.284 0.003 4.229
27 gte-s 59 |Stephanie Brazell 2021 Polestar Polestar 2 45.315 0.031 4.260
28 gtc-s 131 |Ed Biglin 2002 Honda S2000 45.378 0.063 4.323
29 gtb-s 60 |Alan R Jung 1990 Mazda Miata 45.691 0.313 4.636
30 gtb-s 70 |Gary Shannon 2015 Porsche Cayman GTS 45.852 0.161 4.797
31 gta-s 133 |Kevin Cross 2022 Toyota Supra 46.012 0.160 4.957
32 gtb-s 838 |Bob Mortensen 2003 Porsche Boxster S 46.296 0.284 5.241
33 gtb-s 42 |Duke Ferris 2001 Porsche Boxster S 46.410 0.114 5.355
34 gtb-s 271 |Don Mar 2006 Mitsubishi Evo IX 46.893 0.483 5.838
35 gtb-s 74 |Tyler Sloan 2015 Volkswagen GTI 47.278 0.385 6.223
36 gtb-s 47 |[Nathan Engdahl 2006 Mini 47.372 0.094 6.317
37 gtb-s 191 [Julie Silk 2006 Mini Cooper S 47.709 0.337 6.654
38 gta-s 20 |Brad Gettle 2025 BMW M2 47.954 0.245 6.899
39 gtc-s 78 |Alex Leach 2000 Toyota Mr2 48.349 0.395 7.294
40 gtb-s 25 |Travis Whitted 2019 Volvo XC40 48.482 0.133 7.427
41 gtc-s 8 Dmitry Gurtovoy 2003 Mazda Miata 50.614 2.132 9.559
42 gtb-s 52 |Tyler Whitted 2019 Volvo XC40 T5 MomentU 50.988 0.374 9.933
43 gtb-s 580 [John Dolan 2001 Porsche Boxster S 81.848 30.860 40.793
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Long Ago in Pit Stop
. October 1969
By Bob Jenkins

The first and second pages were all about the 1969 Sports
Car Olympics held at Squaw Valley and attended by 19 ESCA
members. The first day (Saturday) was the Rallye to the Valley
the Concours and a Sports Car Quiz in the evening. Only
Tom & Julie Ellis in their Cobra placed in the Concours,
while Phyliss Arack and Julie Ellis took awards in the Quiz.
For Sunday there was the Rallye in the Valley in which Bob
Jenkins and his Navigator took a second and Tom & Julie Ellis
took a first. ESCA was putting on the Funkhana and 7 ESCA
members came up for the day to help out with the event. Tom &
Julie Ellis took a first in class and were the only ESCA members
to place. The other event for the day was an autocross where
Frank Jurin in his Cobra took a first in class and Tom Ellis in
his Cobra took second. Paul Reichardt took first in his class,
Larry Wendt took second in his class, Pat Wallace took first
and Phyllis second in their class. The finally event of the day
was a T&D Rally and Debbie & Leigh Miller placed third in
class. On Monday the only event was an autocross, which they
called a Slalom and this time Tom Ellis took first in class with
Frank Jurin second and once again Paul Reichardt took first in
class, Terry Siedentopf took a 3" in class, Pat Wallace took first
and Phyliss Arack took third in class. ESCA members Terry &
Jan Eaton showed up to cheer on the group. Then it was time
for the Banquet and the final awards and for the first time in
ESCA history members made the top 25 with Tom Ellis taking
13™ and Julie 16™ and the Best Datsun Award was taken by
Debbie Miller. Frank Jurin won a door prize of a Tape Deck.
Then it was time to load the cars and head down the hill for
home.

A ONLY 74 Days TiLL THE CHRISTMAS PARTY article
by Martha (Wendt) Cirata stated a 3 piece band had been
contracted for dancing and there was a decorations meeting
planned.

A WALK FOR MANKIND article talked about members that

walked the 20 miles and helped transport where needed.

An article entitled BEAcH Tour by Tom Boysen, Tour
Chairman, described an outing to Gleason’s Beach where 17
people went to the ocean for food and a sunny day.

An article entitled DopGIN AROUND AuTO-X by Dennis
Link talked about an ESCA autocross a Marin Dodge dealership
in Marin County, but no results were given.

A SumMER FuN article talked about an ESCA club rally with
invited guests the Vetteros Sports Car Club that totaled 12 cars.
Frank & Linda Jurin took first in the ESCA class.

A ROAD-EO GYMKHANA was planned for Sunset West
parking lot for October.

A SPOOK II FunkHANA was planned for Sunset West
parking lot for October.

ESCA’s 7™ ANNUAL TRICK OR TREAT RALLYE was planned
for November, starting from the front Coddingtown Parking
Lot and ending at Shakey’s Pizza Pub on Summerfield Road.

An ESCA membership list had 57 names.

Marin Dodge autocross 1969

Funkhana at Sunset West parking Lot on Cleveland Ave

Fun at Gleason Beach
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Before We Start Runing

By Essy Fariab

1969 ESCA members in front of
Squaw Valley Inn

Back Row-Leigh Miller-Frank Jurin-Grace Kline-Rod
Koshnick-Terry Siedentopf-Tom Ellis-Paul Reichardt-Tom
Ellis’ wife

Next Row-Debbie Miller-Linda Jurin-Gene Tam-Larry
Wendt-Martha (Wendt) Cirata-John Reichardt-Pat Wallace

Front Row-Gregg Wallace-Faith (Verburg) Tam-Kathy
Stevens

And the photopgrapher was Bob Jenkins.

Donnie Bamberg
Chris Brazell
Stephanie Brazell
Michael Bundy
Michael Cardozo
David Cave
Blain Hendrix
Kevan Jurin
Carson Kljavin
Steve Koll
Eric Miner

Lilly Mugele
Engdahl Nathan
John Perlis
Nicole Southern

Eric Wildt

9 you're not listed — it's because the Data Base
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FOR SALE

contact: design@2ndzenith.com
October
ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
Redwood Sports Car Club AutoX at Samoa
Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

November
01 ESCA Autocross Double Points (Sunday)
ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

December
ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
ESCA Annual Meeting & Banquet
24 Hours of Lemons at Sonoma Raceway
Go-Kart at Nitro City in Rohnert Park

ESCA Annual Christmas Lights Tour
2027

January
ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM

February
ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM

March

ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM

April
GT World Challendge America Sonoma

May

Velocity Invitational Sonoma

July

NASCAR Weekend Sonoma

Check websites and Facebook for the latest information to learn

if the events are going to happen as scheduled.

For Bay Area Rallyes check out the :
RALLYE CLUB WEBSITE INFORMATION
http://www.therallyeclub.org
https://redwoodpca.org

www.empiresportscar.org
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( PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES: \

ESCA members: 1/2 price on below, except, Classified text is
FREE. $1.50 PER MONTH FOR PHOTO; ROOM PERMITTING.

Classified $2.00  per month 5 lines max.

Business Card $3.00 per month 31/2"X2"

1/4 Page $4.00 per month 31/2"X5"

1/2 Page $8.00 per month 71/2" X 5"
kFuII Page $16.00 per month 71/2" %X 10" J

Redwood Sports Car Club
Redwood runs their autocross' at Samoa Dragstrip on a Hammond Autowerks
4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rasa, CA

Saturday & Sunday of the same weekend. wwwhammondautowerks com

They also run a HillClimb at Korbel.

Their web site is http://www.rscc.net/

more information is on their FACEBOOK PAGE.

‘ Setvice & Maintenance Specialty Repair Get in touch with us:
Save the Date metcedes-benz 7075384375
bmw M-F 8am-5pm
12-06-26 ESCA Banauet i o
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