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Go Virtual Driving on May 9th

Greetings ESCAn’s,
Hope everyone is well and keeping safe
Well, another month has passed and still no Autocrossing. I
assume most of us are having similar cravings to get a steering
wheel in hand and compete.
I may not have a cure for the current CV-19 crisis but I may
have a cure for the driving craving.
I am setting up a server so we can compete online in the
comforts of our own homes.
It will require some sort of Driving “Rig” and setting up
Steam account and subscription to Assetto Corsa.
Please visit the following links to verify your system meets
the systems requirements.

2 LET'S HOPE WE WILL BE BACK
TO THE GOOD TIMES SOON! 2

ESCA Tour August 2019 to the Marine Mammal Center

Store.steampowered.com www.assettocorsa.net

My goal is to host an event May 9th.
If you think this is something you would be interested in
please contact me at Craig@hammondautowerks.com.
Stay safe and remember to Apex everything!!!!!
Craig Hammond

Last ESCA Autocross at the Airport: November 3, 2018
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From the
Chair

the Beard

Well, here we are almost two
months into our shelter-in-place
and I sure hope everyone is safe
and healthy. You are getting the same news on TV and in the
papers as I’m, so there is nothing I can tell you that is new about
when things will change. I can tell you that your Board has met
by telephone and ZOOM a couple of times and will continue to
do so, until we start having meetings again. At the first Board
Meeting we voted to help our community in a small way by
voting to give Canine Companies® $200 and the Redwood
Empire Food Bank $400. At the second Board Meeting Craig
Hammond brought up a virtual racing program and there is an
article on the front page of this Pit Stop.
If you are sheltering in place and are looking for something
to do, here is a link to the ESCA Year in Review video that
was shown at the ESCA Awards Banquet last December. The
video is about 29 minutes long with music. Just click on the
link below and then click on the video.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NXCdoxKtwXY2eruY7
As you know already we had to cancel our Annual April
Fools Rallye due to the shelter-in-place order. This was the
first time in its 56-year history that the event has had to be
cancelled. I really hated not seeing the people that come from
all over the bay area and a couple of other states to run this
charity event that raises money for Canine Companies®.
Speaking of the rallye Marci has moved its web site to a new
bigger location. You can now find it at rallyeplace.net
It would be great if you are sitting around the house with
some spare time on your hands, you would write up a profile of
yourself and send it into the Pit Stop editor. It does not have
to be very long; some ideas are to just write about where you
were born, grew up, went to school, the cars you had and have,
where you work, your family, or what-ever you like. Send to
Marci Jenkins (Pit Stop Editor) at: thebeard@sonic.net

All ESCA meetings and in-person events for May
are CANCELLED. If anything changes an email will be
sent!
Wishing all the ESCA mothers a very Happy Mother's
Day!
Stay safe and healthy and enjoy the sunshine from your
backyard.
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New Autocross Helmet
Requirement

Autocross helmets MUST be
Snell Approved 2010 or newer.

Current ESCA
Membership Total
196
Let the Board know if you see a site that would
be suitable for an autocross.

New Toy

Below is Carl Hockett's new toy that he would like to try out at
one of our autocrosses..

Emails From Ex-Members...
How sad. An incredible unbroken record [April Fools Rallye]
gets the flu. Commendations and congratulations on an
awesome run.
~ Ted D.
I just filled up the Vette today for $1.759 [Texas] for the good
stuff (reg is $1.359)…..CA is probably a little higher?
~ Mike K.
So far so good. House bound. How about you all in Sonoma
County, do you have any cases yet? So far in Seneca county,
NY, we do not have any yet. [March 29, 2020] Stay safe.
~ Faith T.

www.empiresportscar.org

The 2015 ESCA Board members were Chairman John
Schliemann, Vice Chairman John Perlis, Secretary Marci
Jenkins, Treasurer Claudia Quinlivan, and Ex-Officio Craig
Hammond.

ESCA Facebook Page

Five Years Ago in Pit Stop
By Bob Jenkins

May 2015

On the cover were an announcement for a May 23rd
autocross at the airport and an article for an ESCA tour to
the Sonoma Historic Motorsports Festival to be held at
Sonoma Raceway.
A Chairman’s article entitled Fast Times by Chairman John
Schliemann talked about a March autocross with 65 drivers.
He also talked about working the 51st April Fools Rallye,
which had 37 cars enter. John said he was planning his first
track day in May at Thunder Hill.
A Please Welcome New Members had nine people listed
including Robert Wichtowski, Liz Fisher, and Melissa Murphy
and the current ESCA membership listed as 298.
An autocross article about ESCA’s first event of the year by
co-chairman John Perlis talked about the good turn out and
stated Mark Mervich took TTOD in his Formula Ford on race
tires, and Cody Farrel took TTOD on street tires and there was
a page of results.
An article entitled Rallye Fun in the Sun by Bob the
Beard list all the different clubs that were represented including
the Rallye Club, Mustang Club, MG Club, ZONC, Mini
Club, and many more. The top scoring ESCA member was
Joe & Claudette Masters. The club was able to give Canine
Companions for Independence® checks totaling $650.

Did you know that ESCA has a Facebook page that is open
to all members and former members? Well, it does and it is an
easy way to keep up with what is going on with ESCA members
in between Pit Stop’s. Yes, ESCA puts out emails when there
is very important news, but there are a lot of other things that
are posted in the Facebook page, like questions about where to
find different items and repair shops or parts.
If you are interested you need to join the group wait for
approval from one of our Facebook Administrators, Guy
Southern, John Schliemann, and Eric Siedentopf. So make sure
that the ESCA Secretary has your latest email address.

ESCA Facebook News

Noland Priester at an ESCA autocross
In case you don’t read the ESCA Facebook page, you might
not be aware that “Get Well” thoughts are in order for Club
member, Noland.
In mid March - Noland, his dog Belle, and two cats, Nala
and Bagheera, were on I-580 West in the Ranger when he was
in a car accident.
Bagheera [the cat] unfortunately did not make it. Belle [the
dog] and Nala [the cat] are recovering well, as is Noland, who
now has lots of metal parts.
“Right broken ankle which now has two pins. My left leg did
not fair as well. I broke my left ankle, tibia, fibia, and crack the
knee plateau. It now has multiple screws, a rod, and plate in it. I
am currently recovering in SD [San Diego] and am doing fine.”
You can check the ESCA Facebook page for more
information.

Finish CP workers at the 2015 April Fools Rallye
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ESCA Autocrossing in 2015
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In Tribute to Jim Johnson
an ESCA member since 2013

Jim participated in many ESCA events. He and his
240z could be found at many events. Jim joined ESCA in
2013 and whenever he could, he did whatever he could. He
enthusiastically volunteered wherever and whenever he could.
He came to meetings, he ran and worked autocrosses, he ran
and worked rallies, he ran tours, he came to parties. He entered
the 240z in the informal car show at the 2019 ESCA Birthday
Picnic and took People's Choice Award and 3rd Place. Jim
just did it all and had a great time.
The following Tribute to Jim was written by his wife, Carole
and we share it with her permission.

James Leslie Johnson

May 29, 1941 – March 30, 2020

Predeceased by his mother, Blanche Tenney Johnson, when
Jim was only 9 years old; his father, Paul L. Johnson; his first
wife, Michelle; and his mentor, Phillip Townsend.
Born and raised in Napa, Jim attended Napa High School
where he made many friends who remained friends throughout
his life. He loved track and cross country, archery, Sea Scouts,
and DeMolay. After junior college he attended San Jose State,
getting his M.S. degree in Psychology along with his MFT and
Educational Psychologist certification. He worked in private
practice which included helping mothers using hypnosis for
labor and delivery. He loved his many years as an Educational
Psychologist in the South Bay and in Sonoma County. Upon
retirement, Jim kept in touch with many of his students and
their parents.
Always curious, Jim loved to read and had a vast collection
of the works of T.E. Lawrence, middle eastern and European
history, and Winston Churchill. For many years he served as
the Northern California Director of the International Churchill
Society. Jim also loved his travel adventures which brought
repeat visits throughout Europe, the British Isles, Greece,
Morocco, Canada, Alaska and Hawaii.
Jim was happiest driving his 1972 240Z in ESCA and ZONC
events, and welcomed the advice of his many friends in these car
clubs. He also was a volunteer member of the Patient Advisory
Committee at Kaiser for several years, helping patients and
health care providers to improve systems and communication.
Always in helping mode, he joined with his family, friends
and neighbors in many joint home remodeling and street
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repair projects. He built most of his home in the Santa Cruz
Mountains surrounded by 5 acres of redwoods where he raised
his son, Matthew, as a single parent. Then, 21 years ago he met
Carole, and moved to Sonoma County where they created an
idyllic partnership, each enhancing the other’s attributes, loving
and learning from each other.
Loving him forever are his wife, Carole Robison, children
Kevin & Catherine Robison, Matt Johnson, grandchildren,
Caian & Elise Johnson, & kitties, Ella & Isabella.
A gathering for family and friends will be held when we
are free to do so. Jim’s wish is for all to vote and restore some
sanity to our elected leadership in Washington. He worked
for and supported candidates who believe in science, equality,
education, social programs to benefit the underserved, and
conservation of our National Parks, and wildlife.

Jim in his 240z autocrossing at the airport

Jim's 240z at the 2019 ESCA's 56th Annual Birthday Picnic
www.empiresportscar.org

By Terry Larson

Profile

Terry and Karen Larson at ESCA's 53rd Birthday Picnic
I had just returned home from the military about 4 months
earlier in 1970. Fortunately, I was able to find a part-time job
driving truck while I attended SRJC, and my loving wife got a
job at Sears Roebuck in Santa Rosa. It was just providence that
one evening we were invited to a casual party at the home of
a sister of a friend (Biavaschi) who also knew ESCA people.
At this gathering the fact that we had our MGB from Europe
prompted conversation that eventually led to the fact that there
was an event at the old Cotati Raceway called an ‘autocross’.
I was unaware there was such a thing but we were always
looking for a place to ‘play’ with our MGB. (A side-note: We
had purchased the MGB while serving in Europe and had put
23,000 miles on her before having her shipped home. Further
side-note: We purchased the car through EuropaCar Ltd. and
took delivery at Donald Healey Motors in Warrick, England.
It was the man, Donald Healey, himself , who handed me the
keys!). It was of great concern to my loving wife that we might
engage in a real organized event, as opposed to ’just’ running
the MarkWestSprings/Calistoga Rd. loop, or SpringHill/
St.Helena Rd. run since the “B” was our only transportation.
It was a Sunday when she was working in autumn of 1970 that
our MGB got our first taste of ‘autocross’. I was hooked! My wife
was curious. . . .
It was the next ESCA Christmas party where we were
introduced to the whole ESCA gang and met some very good,
close and long lasting friends. To top it off, we won a pair of tires
and a steering wheel! The following year we did not participate a
lot, being a returning SRJC student, job-searching, and starting
a new family. However, I did find the time to manage to leave
my pregnant wife at her work at Sears, on a Sunday, to engage
in another autocross or two. She was congenial, but probably
not thrilled! I think our first event together was a Trick-or-
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Treat Rallye in 1972. And, I think eventually her first autocross
was at Coddingtown. We joined ESCA in 1975.
Though it was autocrossing that was the hook that caught us,
we quickly found a great circle of friends and a great sporting
camaraderie. Through the years, as our family grew up, It
was the many events including: Autocrosses, Rallyes, tours,
funkhanas, picnics, banquets, snow-tours, parties, Sports Car
Olympics, camping tours that gave our whole family a betogether activity – something we all belonged to. This was a
great family experience and it included both of our kids though
the years as they were growing up. Thank you ESCA for giving
us this gift.

Terry autocrossing their "B" at the airport in 2006

2020 Tour Schedule

June - Sturgeon’s Mill (Martin Johns)
July
August
September
October - Destination TBD (Michael Bundy)
December - Christmas Lights
		
(Chuck and Lorie Banks)

ESCA Autocross Numbers
Contact data@empiresportscar.org

www.empiresportscar.org

A Car Tale
By John Perlis
It was the summer of 1970 when I met the TR3. It was not
a promising specimen. A fellow student enrolled in the Penn
State summer term that year proudly showed me his new
acquisition. He had purchased the 13-year-old Triumph from
some local high school kid who was only a couple of years
older than the car itself and who had “fixed it up”. My friend
hailed from Manhattan and true to type he wasn’t a car guy. No
car guy would have bought that TR3. East coast winters had
done a number on it. The doorsills and fenders were mostly
bondo including where the fender beading should have been.
This gave a mottled appearance underneath the hand applied
candy apple red-flag finish. However, it did start and run, and
was pretty complete, right down to the combination silver/rust
wire wheels.
About a week later my friend announced a plan to take the
car home to NYC to show it to his folks, and invited me along.
What the heck, I thought. Being broken down on the side of
the road held no terror for me. I was a poor student. I was used
to such things. This turned out to be my first ride on I80 which
was brand new in that region then; almost devoid of traffic and
smooth as a baby’s bottom. As we tooled along at about 65 my
friend told me that the owner’s manual listed the top speed at
100mph, and he wanted to see if the car would do it. It took a
while, but the speedometer finally indicated 100. The chassis
indicated severe misalignment by shaking pretty hard above 75,
but we got back to normal cruising speed in one piece. A few
miles later we simultaneously hit the New Jersey state line and
the end of the highway, which became a three-lane street with
stoplights. As we were braking to a stop at the first red light we
encountered, we suddenly found ourselves grinding diagonally
across the pavement as the right rear wheel bounced down the
road ahead of us. We continued our slow speed grind into a
ditch. Upon extricating ourselves and retrieving the wheel, I
discovered that all four bolts, which held the wire wheel hub to
the brake drum, were stripped. That the wheel didn’t fly off the
car 10 minutes and 90 mph earlier was inexplicably miraculous.
My friend and I travelled the rest of the way to Manhattan
thanks to his father who came out to get us. The TR3 travelled
to a garage somewhere thanks to a tow truck. Mercifully for
my friend, some New York car thief removed the TR3 from his
possession a couple months later.
I guess the thief wasn’t a car guy either.
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ESCA Member News: Beware of Ladders

Our newest member Homer Balsley learned that ladders
can be a problem for people over 50, as he missed the last rung
on the ladder he was using and fell hard on some concrete,
breaking his hip. He is now in the Redding hospital where they
operated on his hip and the next step will be physical therapy,
so it will be a while before he gets to drive his new-to-him stick
shift Corvette.
We wish him a speedy recovery.

ESCA's Club Store

ESCA's club store can be accessed by going to the ESCA
website at www.empiresportscar.org/club-store
The store is through Cafe Press. ESCA does not have a
markup on the merchandise, but gives you the Cafe Press
cost on each item. If you have any questions please contact
the ESCA Secretary, at esca-secretary@sonic.net

Better Lighting for Classic Cars

ESCA members can now receive a discount
when ordering car lighting products at DAPPER
LIGHTING. www.dapperlighting.com
Please email for details/questions to Sata and
attach a picture of your ESCA membership card to
receive discount. sata@dapperlighting.com

Sighting of the new mid engine Corvette was spotted in Petaluma
by ESCA Member, John Perlis.
www.empiresportscar.org

HAPPY MAY
		 BIRTHDAYS. . . .
Armand Bengle
Rich Bishop
		Cameron Bowen
			Martin Franusich
				
Austin Hendrix
Darrin Holm
Robin Jackson
		Christine Kljavin
			Steve Mannion
				
Mitchell McGee
Benjamin Mo
Todd Morrow
		Kyle Pope
			Thomas Re
					Bob Reid
Carl Rittiman
Darren Rodgers
		Charley Sawyer
			Sata Shokhalevich
					Landon Shore
Eric Siedentopf
Charlie Smith
		Mike Taboryski
			Cameron Wayland
					Dan Woolever

For Sale

1995 5.0 Mustang
$9k
Call or Text for details.
Robert: 707-322-5993

European

service, repair
and performance
tuning

Master
certiﬁed

Service & Maintenance
a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work

If you're not listed - it's because the Editor
does not have your month of birth. And
you're wished a Happy Birthday!

10%

discount

for Club
members

Specialty Repair
mercedes-benz
bmw
smart
audi/vw

Hammond Autowerks

4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA
www.hammondautowerks.com

Get in touch with us:
707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:
Classified

$2.00

per month

5 lines max.

Business Card

$3.00

per month

3 1/2” X 2”

1/4 Page

$4.00

per month

3 1/2” X 5”

1/2 Page

$8.00

per month

7 1/2” X 5”

Full Page

$16.00

per month

7 1/2” X 10”

ESCA members: 1/2 price on above, except, Classified text is
FREE. $1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.
Circulation: 300 copies to people (families known by co-workers,
neighbors and friends as auto enthusiasts). Their influence reaches
far beyond their own personal purchases, most probably, affecting
5 times that number of automotive product buying decision makers.
Think about it. People know; they talk to you about cars. You are
influential; so is the Pit Stop, and a BARGAIN for advertisers.
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2020 Calendar
MAY

9-10 (S&S)
16-17 (S&S)
29-31 (F-S)

RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
Knox Mtn Hillclimb
CSRG D. Love Historic Car Races Sonoma

DTB		
02 (TUE)
6-7 (S&S)
12-14 (F-S)
13-14 (S&S)
16 (TUE)
20 (Sat)		
21 (Sun)
27-28 (S&S)

ESCA Tour to Sturgeon’s Mill
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
Toyota Save Mart, Sonoma Raceway
Cascade Lakes Hillclimb
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
2 Seat Car Show
ECA Father's Cay Car Show
Freezeout Hillclimb

JUNE

JULY

17 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

01 (TUE)
TBA		

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
ESCA Banquet & ESCA Regular Meeting

DECEMBER

0 Check web sites for the latest information to
learn if the events are going to happen as scheduled.
For other Bay Area Rallyes check out the
Rallye Club website information
http://www.therallyeclub.org

RSCC Website

Information about RSCC's autocross and event schedule
and club can be found at http://www.rscc.net

4-5 (S&S)
Larison Rock Hillclimb
07 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
17-19 (F-S)
HOOPA Hill Climb
15-19 (W-S) NHRA Div. 7 Drag Race, Sonoma Raceway
21 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
24-26 (F-S) NHRA Sonoma Nationals, Sonoma Raceway

AUGUST

1-2 (S&S)
Bible Creek Hillclimb
04 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
07-09 GT World Challenge Amer Series, Sonoma Raceway
8-9 (S&S)
RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
13-16 (T-S)
Rolex Motorsports Reunion
18 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

SEPTEMBER

01 (TUE)
04-06 (F-S))
11-13 (F-S)
14-19 (M-S)
15 (TUE)
18-20 (F-S)
19-20 (S&S)
26&27 (S&S)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
Sonoma Speed Festival, Sonoma Raceway
Monterey Sports Car Championship
2020 ZCON Celebration in Nashville, TN
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
Firestone Grand Prix of Monterey
RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
Maryhill Hillclimb

06 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

20 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

03 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

10-11 (S&S)
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OCTOBER

RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa

NOVEMBER

(continued on the next column)
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