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August 4, Tuesday, ZOOM Meeting
By Marci Jenkins, Secretary
Our next ESCA Meeting will be on August 4th, and it will
be a virtual meeting. We will continue using ZOOM, until we
can be allowed to have in-person meetings.
An invitation with a link will be sent to your email on the
Sunday before the meeting.
To attend the meeting you may use a smart phone, tablet,
computer with camera and monitor or a regular telephone. To
prepare for a ZOOM meeting, it is highly recommended that
you watch these tutorials: Join A Meeting (a You Tube Video):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wo1l6Ijz_wg
Join a Meeting (by ZOOM) https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/
articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials

(continue on page 4)
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Autocross in Ukiah on August 22
This event may be canceled, so check your email frequently.
All rules will be adjusted for Social Distancing and to meet
whatever rules Mendocino County has issued.
Masks will be mandatory when not driving. '
You should bring your own helmet - loaners will be few.
No guests at this event.
The Autocross Committee is working to figure out how to
make this a hands-off event as much as possible.
All Registration will be on line only. Cost is $40.00.
There will be an additional Liability Release form for
ESCA, due to Corvid-19, please bring your own ink pen or
if emailed, please print, sign and bring to the event.
Some of our Rules below may be changed and we will send
them to you, along with directions to the site.
Registration link will be in your email by 8-12-2020.
You must have an assigned Car Number before registering
▶ Site opens at 8:00 A.M.
▶ Gate closes at 9:15 A. M.
▶ Registration closes at 9:30 A.M.
▶ Get Tech Card at gate, if not emailed to you.
▶ Mandatory Drivers Meeting at 9:40 A. M.
▶ Have Driver License & ESCA Card out before the gate.
▶ No Drugs or Alcohol, nor dogs allowed on site.
▶ Decibel limit is 95 – No car warm-ups before 10 A.M.
▶ Helmets MUST be Snell Approved 2010 or newer.

▶ No food or water on site – please bring your own.
▶ If leaving early see Craig Hammond or event chair.
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From the
Chair

the Beard

I'd like to start off, by extending
the Editor's apology for incorrectly
naming our Mazda driving new
member in July's Pit Stop; we welcome, Forrest Salmans to
ESCA.
As you know we had to cancel the July 25 autocross, but
we hope to be able to hold the one on August 22. We also have
autocross dates for September and October.
The last two Santa Rosa Cars & Coffee events at Coddingtown
have draw between 80 and 100 cars. There was yellow tape
around part of the area, which I guess was designating the area
to be used, but there were lots of cars parking beyond the tape.
It looked like there were some clubs parked in groups.
We had our first ever ESCA ZOOM Regular meeting on
Tuesday, July 7th, which had 11 members present, and the
meeting went very well. Then on July 21st we had our second
ZOOM meeting with a turn out of 20 members and it was
a good meeting plus we passed the Constitutional By-Law
changes. We will continue to have ZOOM meeting until we
can once again have indoor meetings.
ZOOM meetings might make it easier for members to
attend. Regular members will need to make sure that they do
no miss 4 meetings in a row, so that they can run for an office
and/or vote for Officers in December. Associate members can
petition the Board to change status to Regular member after
making 2 meetings in a row.
Hope to see you at a ZOOM meeting!
Stay safe.

Cars & Coffee Around the Area
1st Sunday of the Month
▶▶Novato at 132 Vintage Way
2nd Sunday of the Month
▶▶Santa Rosa at Coddingtown Parking Lot
▶▶Sonoma at 19632 8th St E
3rd Sunday of the Month
▶▶Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Blvd
Last Sunday of the Month
▶▶Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway
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Anybody Want to Go to A Drive In Movie?
An Event in Search of a Venue!
By Bruce Bentz, Entertainment Chair
Hi, I’d like ESCA to sponsor a drive-in movie for our club.
Lots of folks are doing it all over the north bay and I think
it would be a great event where we could show off our cars
and still keep safe. How it works: we would rent a projector,
screen and radio transmitter setup. There are a couple of local
companies that offer package deals. We would setup the screen
and projector in a large lot and the movie soundtrack would
be transmitted on a FM radio frequency so you could tune in
from your car. The only problem with this plan is that we need
a venue to host this event! Ideally it would be a dark lot that
had access to a bathroom. An electrical hook up would be even
better! But we could run the rig off of a battery and an inverter
or a generator. Is there someone in the club that has access
to a place where we can host this event? Please contact me at
BLBENTZ@YAHOO.COM
Everyone is doing it! We should too!

2020 Tour Season
By: Chuck and Lorie Banks
Hello Fellow Club Members,
With the events that have unfolded since March we were
not able to complete the tour schedule for the year. We have
two tentatively scheduled tours in September and December to
finish out this year.
September 19 – Sturgeon’s Mill (Johns)
December 19 – Christmas Lights (Banks)
We are looking forward to getting on the road with fellow
club members; however, we will have to wait and see where our
county is as these dates draw closer. We want to be safe and
respect our fellow members level of comfort in getting together
for any type of social event.
As things change, we will keep you informed via the club
meetings, newsletters and/or email.
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Happy 57th
Anniversary ESCA
By Bob Jenkins

ESCA

Charter members from left to right are Larry
MacDonald, Homer Balsley, Ian Cook, Retta Wilkerson, Sidney
L. Wilkerson, Paul R. Damgaard, John S Kaslar at ESCA 25th
Anniversary party.

June COVID-Cross
By Steve Rossiter, Event Chair
We had our first Autocross of 2020 on June 27th. With a lot
of planning and discussion about the what-ifs; the event came
together nicely and was a lot of fun.
We had many things happen for the first time, here is a
partial list: self-tech, live web hosted timing, drive-thru
registration, a single run group, and it was the driver’s choice
to run the course clockwise or counter-clockwise. That last
one was possible thanks to John Castellano’s great course
design. A big part of the design was to limit the number of
cones so that we could keep the number of worker stations to
a minimum. With social distancing in mind it was important
to make it safe and easy for a single person to work each
station. Everyone seemed to enjoy the challenges of the course
and I don’t think I was the only one that enjoyed watching the
different strategies play out.
All the runs were fun runs and Craig Merrilees had top
fun of the day. The full results were in last month’s Pit Stop
and can be found on the ESCA Results web page. We had a
total of 39 drivers and most were able to get 5 runs in. With
the single run group format we finished before the hottest part
of the day.

ESCA

Charter members from left to right Dan Lee
Peterson, Geraldine J. Peterson, Ian Cook, and Richard Butler
at ESCA's 50th Anniversary party.
The other ESCA Charter Members, not present in either
picture are Ruth Butler, Daniel G. Foward, Barry Canon, Warna
MacDonald, and William Bushnell.
Charter member, Ian Cook is the only Charter member
who has held continous membership in ESCA for the last 57
years! Congratulations to Ian.
Charter Member, and 1st ESCA Chairman, Richard Butler
had rejoined ESCA for serveral years before he passed away
in November of 2019. We were sad to lose him.
Charter Member Homer Balsely has rejoined ESCA this
year. Welcome Back Homer!
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I would like to thank everyone that made it out to the event.
Without everyone’s help we would not of had a successful
event. I would also like to thank everyone that made it to the
planning meetings and help solve the challenges of running
an event with COVID restrictions. A special thank you to
Guy Southern for researching and testing the tech that made
the live timing possible. Last but not least, I can’t thank Craig
Hammond and Craig Merrilees enough. They both pushed
through all of the hurtles to make Autocross possible this year
and avoid another first, that would have been the first year
without an ESCA Autocross since we began hosting them
in 1965.
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Sonoma Raceway Drags & Drift

ZOOM Meeting

By Bob Jenkins
Wednesday Night Drags & Drift Returns to Sonoma
Raceway on July 22. Registration for Sonoma Drift is now
open: Wednesday Night Drags participants can purchase at the
gate ($25/$15 with high school ID).
Please note: these events will be held with strict COVID-19
guidelines in place, including mandatory face masks, social
distancing and NO SPECTATORS. Each entrant is permitted
one crew member, who must arrive in the same vehicle – crew
member admission is $10.
For complete details, please visit our website.
https://www.sonomaraceway.com/media/news/wednesdaynight-drags-sonoma-drift-returns.html

Joining a ZOOM Call for the First Time, Fun, and
Easy Online Connection (a You Tube Video): https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E
Using ZOOM for the First Time on An Android: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3EKJrwmw8Q
The ESCA meetings will have a host, Bruce Bentz, our
Entertainment Chair, and he will either give you the floor or
unmute your mike, so that you have the floor. All mikes will be
muted upon entry.
Please remember good manners so we can have a productive
ESCA Meeting. Thank you.

ESCA 1st ZOOM Meeting

(continued from front page)

Virtual Car Shows
Check out Autoweek.com for a list of virtual car shows. Let
ESCA know if you've entered your car.
The 1st video is The Petersen Museum's Global Cars &
Coffee. Followed by the Gilmore Car Museum. There is a
Ford Performance Virtual Car Show and the Good Guys Rod
& Custom Shows. Then there is the Holley Has Virtual Car
Shows. Also, a Radwood Offers VRadwood. DUB Magazine's
DIB Show Worldwide. Also, Viginia Car Care Company. A
Hot Rod Hotline and Racing Junk. Lastly, Shining Bright
Virtual Exhibition at Audrain Automobile Museum.
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/events/g32310921/

Picture of some of the ESCA members on the July 7 ZOOM
meeting.
th

top-10-virtual-car-shows-2020/

Out of the Blue - A Somewhat Frequently Told Tale from 2009

by Bob Jenkins
In March 2009, I received an email from Sydney Australia,
which contained 5 pictures and requested any information about
the car in the pictures. The pictures were of a rusted light blue
MGA and a rusted “Empire Sports Car Association” (ESCA)
car badge
There had only been one light blue MGA in the association
that I knew of, and that was the one that Dr. George Arack owned
and autocrossed back in the late 60’s. The pictures did not show
a roll bar and I knew that there had been one in Dr. Arack’s car,
so I email back and asked if the car had had a roll bar. The next
day the answer came back that it was clear from holes in the car
that there had been a roll bar at one time. I email the pictures to
Dr. Arack’s son, John (now an ESCA club member [in 2009])
and asked him about strange bars and bolts in front. As I had
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remembered it, the Dr. had put them on so the car could be
towed to far off autocrosses, like Pleasanton and Squaw Valley.
A check of the oldest ESCA history book contained pictures
of the Dr. autocrossing the MGA, at Squaw Valley. I had also
mailed the email pictures to Dr. Arack and he called me and we
talked about the MGA.
After I email the pictures of Dr. Arack autocrossing the MGA,
I received another email form Australia saying that after the car
was restored it would
be used for Historic
Racing, by the father
and three brothers who
now owned it.
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ESCA Tour to Sears Pt.
Historic Races 2004
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The Old Naval Air Station

By Bob Jenkins

ESCA ran its first autocross on May 2, 1965 at the Old
Naval Air Station in Santa Rosa, using stop watches to do the
timing. ESCA ran a total of eleven autocrosses at the site
ending with one in July 14, 1968. The pavement was a rough
concrete that really gave good traction, but ate tires. The
entrance to the autocross site was off Finley Ave and close to
South Wright Road.
First club timer, run by Faith Tam, Lin Smith, and Jim Shaw

Evonne Ronsheimer and Billie Jean Brodjeski

Mrs Clowers and her daughter, member, Marsha Clowers
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Jan and Terry Eaton
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June Autocross Set-Up
Photo's by Blain Hendrix
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Websites
American Autocross Series
http://www.americanautox.com/schedule/

SFR SCCA:
http://www.sfrautox.com/?p=1626

Northwest Hill Climb Association
(541) 772-7314
www.nhahillclimb.org

Redwood Sports Car Club Eureka
(707) 441-1603
www.rscc.net

ESCA MEETINGS are at 7:00 PM
1st and 3rd Tuesdays
On ZOOM until further notice.

Autocross/Track Day Links
By Guy Southern
Autocross schedules that I know about. There are others, like
Trackmasters and PCA.
Have run:
https://sccasacramento.com/race/
http://rscc.net/

Not yet run:

http://www.americanautox.com/schedule/
http://www.sfrautox.com/?page_id=128

Track days confirmed or likely:
https://www.nasaproracing.com/events?region_id=2
https://www.tracknightinamerica.com/events?utf8=%E2
%9C%93&layout=none&all=true&origin=95407&within=25
0&commit=Search

Any of the track day clubs that have access to Thunderhill or
Buttonwillow will likely run. Sears Point is unknown right now.

HAPPY AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS. . . .

Ed Biglin
Zachary Clawson
		Andrew Davidson
			Liz Fisher
Mike Giordano
Bob Jenkins
		Peter Mahoney
			Steve Rossiter
Kathleen Smith
Cynthia Van Bravel
If you're not listed - it's because the Editor
does not have your month of birth. And
you're wished a Happy Birthday!

European

service, repair
and performance
tuning

Master
certiﬁed

Service & Maintenance
a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work

10%

discount

for Club
members

Specialty Repair
mercedes-benz
bmw
smart
audi/vw

Hammond Autowerks

4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA
www.hammondautowerks.com

Get in touch with us:
707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:
Classified

$2.00

per month

5 lines max.

Business Card

$3.00

per month

3 1/2” X 2”

1/4 Page

$4.00

per month

3 1/2” X 5”

1/2 Page

$8.00

per month

7 1/2” X 5”

Full Page

$16.00

per month

7 1/2” X 10”

ESCA members: 1/2 price on above, except, Classified text is
FREE. $1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.
Circulation: 300 copies to people (families known by co-workers,
neighbors and friends as auto enthusiasts). Their influence reaches
far beyond their own personal purchases, most probably, affecting
5 times that number of automotive product buying decision makers.
Think about it. People know; they talk to you about cars. You are
influential; so is the Pit Stop, and a BARGAIN for advertisers.
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2020 Calendar

0 Check web sites for the latest information to
learn if the events are going to happen as scheduled.

AUGUST

1-2 (S&S)
Bible Creek Hillclimb
03 (Mon)
ESCA's 57th Anniversary
04 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA ZOOM Meeting
09 (SUN)
Cars & Coffee Coddingtown
07-09 GT World Challenge Amer Series, Sonoma Raceway
8-9 (S&S)
RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
13-16 (T-S)
Rolex Motorsports Reunion
18 (TUE)
7:00 pm ESCA ZOOM Meeting
22 (SAT)
ESCA AutoX in Ukiah

SEPTEMBER

01 (TUE)
04-06 (F-S))
08 (Sun)
13 (Sun)
11-13 (F-S)
14-19 (M-S)
15 (TUE)
18-20 (F-S)
19-20 (S&S)
26&27 (S&S)

7:00 pm ESCA ZOOM Meeting
Sonoma Speed Festival, Sonoma Raceway
Cars & Coffee Coddingtown
ECA Car Show Jullidard Park
Monterey Sports Car Championship
2020 ZCON Celebration in Nashville, TN
7:00 pm ESCA ZOOM Meeting
Firestone Grand Prix of Monterey
RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa
Maryhill Hillclimb

06 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

20 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

03 (TUE)
17 (TUE)

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

01 (TUE)
TBA		

7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
ESCA Banquet & ESCA Regular Meeting

10-11 (S&S)

ESCA's Club Store

ESCA's club store can be accessed by going to the ESCA
website at www.empiresportscar.org/club-store
The store is through Cafe Press. ESCA does not have a
markup on the merchandise, but gives you the Cafe Press
cost on each item. If you have any questions please contact
the ESCA Secretary, at esca-secretary@sonic.net

Current ESCA
Membership Total
212
ESCA Autocross Numbers
Contact data@empiresportscar.org

OCTOBER

RSCC Autocrosses at Samoa

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

For other Bay Area Rallyes check out the
Rallye Club website information
http://www.therallyeclub.org
AUTOCROSSERS

Check out this website for a new clear tape.
TrakkTape | Track Day Protection
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