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ESCA April 17, 2021 Autocross
Save the Date
Full details in the April Pit Stop

From the Tour Chairman
Hello ESCAns, Nick here with the 2021 Tour update. So
far we have a few possible ideas for the upcoming tour season.
First I would like to ask for any member to reach out to me if
you have any fun ideas for this spring / summer. This is my
first year as a chair member so I would like to collaborate and
see if anyone has been on other tours or has suggestions. Also,
any member can introduce their own tour as well! I highly
encourage that if you know of a fun destination to bring it
up with me or with the board. During our Zoom meeting I
had suggested a few routes and one being the Odiyan Retreat
Center which is at 33755 Tin Barn Rd, Cazadero, CA 95421.
I am under the impression that we can only get in through
donations only though, so it may not be an option, but I have

continued on page 2
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ESCA AUTOCROSS NUMBERS
Hello Everyone!
A quick update about car numbers about this years’
season. You can keep your same numbers as long as
the car has remained in the same class from last year.
If you have a new car, a new member joining us this
year, or need to make a change, please contact Guy
Southern at
data@empiresportscar.com
If there are any issues please do not hesitate to contact me
at autocross@empiresportscar.com
Thanks,
Charley Sawyer
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From the
Cockpit
By Bruce Bentz

I’m starting out this column and I really don’t want to write
one, I’m feeling down and not very inspired, not much car club
stuff going on to talk about. It’s hard to stay cheerful these days.
Our politics is in shambles, the pandemic is making the walls
close in. It feels like there is just a daily avalanche of bad news.
But I recalled a recent conversation with one of my friends who
said if we were born in the year 1900 just think about all the
challenges we would have witnessed. 1914: World war I, the
Spanish flu epidemic in 1919, The Great Depression of 1929,
World War II in 1939 and the Korean War all by the time you
were fifty! It makes what we are going through look like a walk
in the park. In fact, my cats think that 2020 was one of the best
years ever.
And this led me to think about bad news in general. Progress
and good deeds take work and are complicated whereas bad
news is simple and more memorable. Harm and destruction is
easy to spot and obvious, but good can be debated and argued
about. We overlook good work because it’s harder to identify.
Good deeds and good work takes care and effort and sometimes
it’s not done well in spite of good intentions. Helping a person is
often complicated and takes attention and skill. We remember
the guy who got shot at the bus stop but don’t think about the
hundreds of nurses in our city that are working through this
pandemic every working day. Oftentimes, these good things
happening don’t even cross our threshold of attention. So it’s
easy to forget about all of the good things that are happening
around us all the time. Especially if we are tuned into the
ongoing saga of the news media. The media makes the most of
bad news because that’s what keeps people clicking for more.
One of the bad news items that is bothering people are
the side effects of the covid vaccine. I’ve had three very close
family members tell me that they’re on the fence about getting
the vaccine. Don’t let the headlines fool you. The most recent
reporting from the National Center for Immunization &
Continued on next column
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Respiratory Diseases shows that the rate of severe reactions
to the Pfizer vaccine is five in one million. Five in one million
with over 11 million vaccinations made in the US so far! So get
your shots when you can. You’ll be saving lives.
A big round of applause and a hip hip hooray to Marci and
Bob for getting the stylish masks out to the club! I’m sure I
speak for everyone: THANK YOU for your tireless efforts on
behalf of the group.

CRS Rallycross School
March 2, 2021

Tuesday Evening - 6pm
Virtual Classroom
https://www.facebook.com/norcalrallycross/

From the Tour Chair
continued from front page

a message out with them. Other possible ideas were Hendy
Grove, Turtle Rock Cafe at Berryessa, Avenue of the Giants
or a loop through Fairfax-Bolinas Rd to Stinson beach. There
are a few possible stops we can make on the way but I want
to verify that they would be open by the time we choose a
destination. These are preliminary ideas, but I have been on a
few of these roads and are a beautiful drive. I am also looking
to find some entertainment ideas along our way, it would be
nice to check out some authentic restaurants and maybe tour
some breweries. I can be reached at nd0yl3@gmail.com. I
will update as we narrow in on our first tour of the year coming
up. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the track.

ESCA Member Profiles Wanted

Let your fellow ESCA members get to know you
better! We’re asking all members who would like to
write a short profile about themselves and their car(s)
to send it in.
You can write about the things you have done to
your car, the ESCA events you like to attend, when you
joined ESCA, and/or your hobbies other than ESCA.
Please hold your article to no more than one page.
Also include a picture of yourself and your car and
send to the Pit Stop editor at:

thebeard@sonic.net
www.empiresportscar.org
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1987 Sports Car Olympics at Boreal Ridge
The 13 ESCA members took home 47 awards and Blain
Hendrix placed 2nd , Karen Larson 3rd and Terry Larson placed
5th Overal in Points. Gary O’Connor was the Chairman for the
whole event and towed the ESCA trailer up and back with his
Jaguar.
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ESCA Profile – Charley Sawyer

I have been in Northern
California my whole life, namely in
Ukiah where I was born and raised. I
love our weather and the scenery we
have around us. If I leave our area
for work or vacation, I always return
with renewed appreciation for our
part of the state. I live in Ukiah with
my wife Monique and our three cats.
I currently work as an IT Manager at a facility that produces
packaging for the wine industry, making wine capsules. (That
little piece of foil or plastic you take off before opening your
bottle of vino, that’s us!) We produce about 3 million caps a day,
and in my tenure, I have been able to work in every department
and travel to sister companies in Europe to appreciate all the
intricacies of the product and the machines that make them!
I have always been into cars, mechanics, computers
and
anything
with
wheels since a young
age. Whether it was
constructing
LEGO
towns, Erector sets,
or constructing a makeshift suspension bridge with any
construction toy/part I could find, I loved trying to improvise
with anything and everything that could result in a new
discovery (often it did not).
I also loved to improvise with music, as I have been
playing piano since I was 8 years old. In my opinion, music
is remarkably similar to mechanics in general, in how you
can construct melodies, chords, and songs from different
parts of differing musical styles to create something unique
altogether, which I always found fascinating. At the end of the
day, any complex machine, like a vehicle, a watch, or a piano
is a cohesive “musical” ballet that works together resulting in
amazing outcomes that power our everyday lives.
I fortunately was exposed to the passion of cars at an
early age, being able to work on them with my father. But my
enthusiasm for auto mechanics really took off once I was able
to drive them around the age of 16. Working on friends’ cars,
performing full drive train swaps, or totally rebuilding a blown
motor, turning a wrench is almost a “mind clearing” hobby for
me after a long day or week at work.
A good friend and I like to tinker so much, we started
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working on and developing a “distributorless” ignition system
for the Ford Windsor platform. It used a custom printed
Arduino based circuit board and a machined aluminum cam/
crank sensor in the distributors’ place that would trigger the
8 individual coil packs in firing sequence. Our goal was to
end up with something that could replace the distributor and
potentially make a product out of, but as soon as we got past
the prototype phase, with a working example in the Mustang,
the amount of effort to further the product was too great, so
we shelved it. It was an amazing experience in engineering and
product development though!
My first taste for auto crossing while appreciating the art
of handling and driving skill was at the Sonoma Airport with
the “California Assoc. of Tiger Owners” (C.A.T) while driving
my fathers’ 1965 Sunbeam Tiger. It has been all “downhill”
from there as now I have my Mustang and Miata to work on to
further the habit.
The Mustang started out as a C-Code (289 V8, 2 barrel,
auto) with no working engine and old paint, I slowly have
evolved the car into the “Resto-mod” you see today. When
attending my first road course event at Thunderhill, I had no
idea what I was doing (or had the car setup in any proper way)
for the much faster speeds. I have ended up changing pretty
much everything from the brakes, suspension, alignment, tires,
gearing, and chassis bracing to make the car more capable on
the road course. Now I just need to get it tuned for the smaller
auto cross courses, but I think the Miata might be better
suited….
I also participated
in 24 Hours of LeMons
events where the
pace of driving and
endurance factors lead to a great experience. The best part was
working with our team to keep the car running and driving
(without wrecking the car for the entire event). I soon hope
to get back into Endurance Racing again with some other
members of ESCA!
It must have been a
sign when I was driving
down the highway and
noticed a group of cars
at Ross’s property in 2019. I am so happy to be a part of the club
now and look forward to a better year (and many more) with
ESCA events and memories to be made!

www.empiresportscar.org
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2009 Christmas Lights Tour
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Track Night in America

This is Rob Luis, I’m the California Lead/Mgr. of Track
Night in America (TNiA). I wanted to let you know about 2021
TNiA. TNiA is a fun social event that happens at the track.
Think: I love my car and always wanted to see what it would
be like to drive it on the track with my friends. Friends-this
is why it works so well and has been one of the safest events
throughout the nation.
Want to try it for free? No problem. Sign up early if you
want or just show up. We have a 20 min. low speed track tour
about the middle of the evening. Want to do the whole event?
Prices at Thunderhill Raceway (west course) are $145 nonSCCA members, $135 for SCCA members, and every month
we usually have a sponsor that will offer you a $25 discount.
That’s $110 for a Thursday afternoon/evening of fun and you
will receive discounts from the TireRack on top of everything
if you choose to upgrade tires/wheels/brakes/and some other
products.
Novice drivers get 5-20 min. sessions (2 are slow),
Intermediates and Advanced get 3-20 min. sessions. Many
drivers don’t ever drive more than 3 sessions even at other
track days due to fatigue.
Please go to www.tracknightinamerica.com for more
information and details. TNiA prides itself in not over filling
the track, which can be more unsafe. So get in early before it
sells out.
I always say, “take" an early lunch on Thursday, come to the
track and have a blast. Friday go to work and tell everyone what
a spectacular time you had. #funwithcars

Hooked on Driving

I also teach at Hooked on Driving (HOD). During Covid
times, we were able to teach with a “Lead/Follow” style of
learning. I have been teaching driving for about 32 years and
I knew I could help…well they didn’t need it. But like TNiA,
they take safety extremely seriously without hindering the fun
and friends aspect that can exist at the track. (I would not have
joined if they did not have these standards)
I (and many of the coaches) use a Bluetooth communicator
that attaches to my helmet and the student’s helmet. It has been
incredible how successful this has been. My students feel like
they have a private driving coach all day and that their safety is
paramount. I reassure all my students that I want them to drive

their car home in as good or better shape than it started the
day. Imagine 5, 20-25min sessions, with a private coach all day.
This is for A-Novice (newest to track driving or High
Performance Driving Experience- HPDE), which fills up
extremely fast because space is so limited.
HOD considers itself the best club for Track School, and
HPDE. Prices are a bit higher than some, but they will not over
sale the track and offer high, high level of coaching.
Feel free to ask for Rob Luis as your coach, or if I’m
taken, please ask for coaches that use communicators for
the best experience (my honest opinion). All the coaches are
handpicked for their great attitudes and their many years of
teaching experience.
www.hookedondriving.com for more information.
Have a great day and please drive safe.

Race at Sears Point Many Years Ago
(now Sonoma Raceway)

ESCA Autocross at the Airport in
2012

continued in next column
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ESCA 2021 Calendar
MARCH

02 (TUE) 7:00 pm ESCA Regular ZOOM Meeting
14		
Cars & Coffee Coddingtown
13-14		
RSCC Autocross in Samoa
16 (TUE) 7:00 pm ESCA Regular ZOOM Meeting

APRIL

06 (TUE) 7:00 pm ESCA Regular ZOOM Meeting
10-11		
RSCC Autocross in Samoa
11 & 12
CSRG Love Historic Car Races (SR)
17 (SAT)
ESCA Autocross Ukiah
20 (TUE) 7:00 pm ESCA Regular ZOOM Meeting
23-25		
SVRA Sportscar Vintage Racing (SR)
23-25		
IMSA Sports Car Championship (LS)
4-29 to 5-2
Trans Am SpeedFest (LS)
RSCC Autocross in Samoa
ESCA Autocross Ukiah

06		
12 (SAT)

NASCAR Cup Series (SR)
ESCA Autocross Ukiah

JUNE

ESCA's club store can be accessed by going to the ESCA
website at www.empiresportscar.org/club-store
The store is through Cafe Press. ESCA does not have a
markup on the merchandise, but gives you the Cafe Press
cost on each item. If you have any questions please contact
the ESCA Secretary, at esca-secretary@sonic.net

New Autocross Helmet
Requirement

JULY

02 (FRI) ETD/ESCA Autocross at Sonoma Raceway
ESCA Autocross Ukiah
17 (SAT)
24-25		
RSCC Autocross in Samoa

AUGUST

Monterey Pre Reunion (LS)
ETD/ESCA Autocross at Sonoma Raceway
ESCA Autocross Ukiah
Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion (LS)

SEPTEMBER

10-12 IMSA Monterey Sports Car Championship (LS)
17-19		
IndyCar Grand Prix (LS)
18 (SAT)
ESCA Autocross Ukiah
22-26		
Sonoma Speed Festival (SR)

OCTOBER

02 & 03
CSRG Charity Vintage Car Races (SR)
08 (MON) ETD/ESCA Autocross at Sonoma Raceway
9-10		
RSCC Autocross in Samoa
16 (SAT)
ESCA Autocross Ukiah

(LS) Laguna Seca Raceway (SR) Sonoma Raceway

Check websites and Facebook for the latest information to
learn if the events are going to happen as scheduled.
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ESCA's Club Store

MAY

8-9		
15 (SAT)

07 & 08
13 (FRI)
14 (SAT)
14-15		

ESCA Autocross Numbers
Contact data@empiresportscar.org

Autocross helmets MUST be
Snell Approved 2010 or Newer
American Autocross Series
http://www.americanautox.com/schedule/

SFR SCCA
http://www.sfrautox.com/?p=1626

Northwest Hill Climb Association
(541) 772-7314
www.nhahillclimb.org

Cars & Coffee Around the Area
2nd Sunday of the Month
▶▶Santa Rosa at Coddingtown Parking Lot
▶▶Sonoma at 19632 8th St E
3rd Sunday of the Month
▶▶Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Blvd
Last Sunday of the Month
▶▶Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway
www.empiresportscar.org
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Long Ago in Pit Stop
March 1990

By Bob Jenkins
On the front page was the ESCA 1990 Autocross Schedule,
which listed 6 events, 4 club only, and 2 open, with one of those
a charity event. The events were March through September and
were all at the Sonoma County Airport.
Inside the 1990 ESCA Board was listed as Chairman Blain
Hendrix, Vice-Chairman Frank Jurin, Secretary Ted Dunlap.
Treasurer Bill Katz, and Ex-Officio Bob Jenkins. There were
ads for Hawleys Paint Store, Smothers Parts International, Inc.,
and Rogers Fresh Fish.
An Annual Summer Tour – July 15-19 article, by Blain
Hendrix and Jeff Engblom reminded members to save the
dates.
A Winter Wonder One Rallye article by Bob & Marci
Jenkins, talked about their Question & Answer event, which
had 8 club entrants.
An article entitled Wanted-Party Animal by Blain
Hendrix asked for some members to step up and put on a 27
Anniversary party for ESCA.
A short articled, entitled ESCA Wins Again stated for
the 14 year in a row an ESCA rallye had won the Northern
California Sports Car Council’s Annual “Rally of the
Year” award. The winner this year was the 25th Annual April
Fools Rallye and our Sun Fun 3 Rallye had placed second.
A 26th April Fools Rallye by the Beard stated the
route was 42 miles long and the event would start from a new
location, behind the Coddingtown Cinema and would run on
April 1st.
A full-page article by Ted Dunlap entitled Care to
Repeat History? talked about a recommended change by
the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to change from
today's 0.41 grams of hydrocarbon per mile to 0.075 for cars
sold in California.

Page 8

www.empiresportscar.org

Pit Stop

March 2021
Current ESCA
Membership Total
217

HAPPY MARCH
		 BIRTHDAYS. . . .

Bob Attwood
Homer Balsley
		Steve Bellen
			Justin Bowen
				Mark Burchill
Cody Farrell
Jay D. Faulkner
		Eduardo Ferrel
			Mark Lindley
				Joe Machado
Theresa Mahoney
Steve McCrory
		Gary McKiney
			Marty Nygaard
				Michael Prescott
Bruce Sexauer
David Shilling
		Jiro Tulley
			Jacquelynn Weltken
				Kyralynn Williams
If you're not listed - it's because the Editor
does not have your month of birth. And
you're wished a Happy Birthday!

For other Bay Area Rallyes check out the
Rallye Club website information
http://www.therallyeclub.org
European

service, repair
and performance
tuning

Master
certiﬁed

Service & Maintenance
a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work
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10%

discount

for Club
members

Specialty Repair
mercedes-benz
bmw
smart
audi/vw

Hammond Autowerks

4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA
www.hammondautowerks.com

Get in touch with us:
707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:

ESCA members: 1/2 price on below, except, Classified text is
FREE. $1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.
Classified

$2.00

per month

5 lines max.

Business Card

$3.00

per month

3 1/2” X 2”

1/4 Page

$4.00

per month

3 1/2” X 5”

1/2 Page

$8.00

per month

7 1/2” X 5”

Full Page

$16.00

per month

7 1/2” X 10”

www.empiresportscar.org

