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** ESCA Meeting Location **
July 6, 2021 

We will continue having our in person meetings 
upstairs of Juncture Taproom and Lounge for July 6, 
2021.

Juncture is located at 4357 Montgomery Dr. Santa 
Rosa.

We will also continue having a simultaneous ZOOM 
meeting for those who can’t attend in person.

The room will open at 6:30 pm and pre orders for food 
is suggested for best service. Call to pre order.

Please follow the links below for the menu and pre 
ordering.

Juncture Taproom and Lounge contact

Menu 

Thanks to all. 

Sunday, July 11 Tour
Hello ESCA’ns! 
Nick here looking to set up the tour for July 11th 2021 on a 

Sunday. Instead of heading towards the water I was thinking we 
could hit the mountains this time. 

We would meet at Big John’s Market in Healdsburg at 
9:00am and depart around 9:30. 

From there take Dry Creek Rd north to Canyon Rd into 
Cloverdale. Then, take 101 N to Hopland making a right onto 

continued on page 3

Friday, July 2 Autocross
At Sonoma Raceway

https://www.trackrabbit.com/event/details/10003491-
Exclusive-Track-Days-and-ESCA-Autocross-2021-07-02

Saturday July 17 Autocross
at Ukiah Site

Registration link will be sent by July 7th. 

https://www.juncturetaproom.com/contact
https://add1f312-625e-4dff-88fa-5ecb3ed07609.filesusr.com/ugd/083807_b9da06fd624747f1889ff007e0bda207.pdf
https://www.trackrabbit.com/event/details/10003491-Exclusive-Track-Days-and-ESCA-Autocross-2021-07-02
https://www.trackrabbit.com/event/details/10003491-Exclusive-Track-Days-and-ESCA-Autocross-2021-07-02
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From the 
Cockpit

By Bruce Bentz

Continued on next column

PLEASE WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS. . . . .

Ukiah Autocross on July 17, 2021
We had another excellent event in June in Ukiah; we’d like to 

see more members come out! Please see below for some details 
about the next (July 17th) event in Ukiah:

▶ We will still be requiring masks and social distancing at 
this event as there are some county restrictions still in place. 

▶ This event is being solely run by ESCA, so we can have 
invited guest drivers join us. The cost for guests is $50 (ESCA 
members, $40). We ask that the invited guests stay with the 
inviting ESCA member during the period of the event to have 
the best experience for everyone.

▶ SNELL SA & M 2005, (or newer) helmets are required, 
so if possible, please source one for your guest if possible. Due 
to lingering COVID concerns, loaner helmets are limited with 
sanitization procedures to be used for anyone using a loaner 
helmet.

▶ Passengers are allowed at this event.
The link for the event will be sent out early June, and please 

contact me at autocross@empiresportscar.org if there are any 
questions.

Thanks! Charley Sawyer – Autocross Chair

   Charles-Pierre Beurtheret
   Ryan Bartow

Here are some important highlights from our most recent 
meeting in case you don’t read the minutes. These topics 
concern each and every member and are worth repeating here.

Car Safety – As you know the club has moved to self-safety 
tech inspections for all drivers. The upside of this move is that 
the safety inspection for each vehicle is not the burden and 
more importantly the liability for the club but falls on you the 
driver to make sure your vehicle is safe to autocross. LIKE 
ALWAYS, this is nothing new. For the safety of everyone on 
the course as well as respect of everyone’s time we cannot let 
a vehicle autocross if they cannot reliably make it through the 
course. This is a reminder to all members that it is the final 
decision of the event chair to determine if a vehicle can run the 
event. If you bring a vehicle that does not live up to the spirit 
of the safety inspection you can expect the autocross chair or 
co-chair to pull you out of the line up.

We need a new autocross venue – As we’ve mentioned 
before we only have 4 more autocross events left up in Ukiah. If 
we don’t find a new place to play, that will be it for regular autox 
events. I’m checking out the Cloverdale Citrus Fair grounds. It’s 
a bit smaller than the paddock at Sonoma Speedway and would 
take some imaginative course layout to make it work. But we’re 
getting desperate for a new location. Please help us all out and 
ask your spouse, your cousins, your next door neighbor if they 
have any ideas we can pursue.

We need a new place for our meetings – I appreciate the 
service at the Juncture Taproom, but frankly I don’t much care 
for the food and the meeting space is a bit noisy. It’s also a bit 
off the beaten path. I’d like to find a place where people want 
to go to hang out. If you have a hangout that fits the bill please 
let us know. Things are starting to open up so our options for 
meeting places should be going up. Where do you like to go 
that could host us? The next time you’re there ask and let us 
know!

We’re looking for a place to party – We are looking for 

a good location to have our annual club birthday party. We 
missed last year and it would be great for us all to meet as a 
club. Lend us a hand and help us find the right spot. Would you 
be willing to pay a park entrance fee to attend? I wouldn’t mind, 
would you?

More information on July 17th Autocross on page 3

American Autocross Series
http://www.americanautox.com/schedule/

SFR SCCA
http://www.sfrautox.com/?p=1626

Northwest Hill Climb Association
(541) 772-7314

www.nhahillclimb.org

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:autocross@empiresportscar.org
http://www.americanautox.com/schedule/
http://www.sfrautox.com/?p=1626
http://www.nhahillclimb.org
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Tribute to Robin Jackson
1933 - 2021

Robin Jackson was a retired Marine, an educator, and 
a business owner and a 26-year ESCA member, joining 
in 1995. 

After he joined ESCA he and his wife, Sue were 
active in ESCA. And, not long after joining he wrote an 
article for Pit Stop entitled Why Belong to a Sports 
Car Club, which talked about the California emission 
regulations and the problems it caused older sports car 
owners. He was in favor of car clubs getting together and 
lobbing the state for exemptions for older cars.

Robin was ESCA Vice Chairman in 1996, and Ex-
Officio in 1997 and 1998.

Robin was a very creative writer and with his English 
humor (his parents were British) he wrote several great 
articles for Pit Stop. He had been a High School English 
and Drama teacher as well as a Theater Arts at  the College 
of Marin and Sonoma State University.

In 1998 Robin started an event called Dawn Patrol 
where members met in the Apex Motors parking lot, then 
headed off on a back roads adventure with a breakfast 
stop.

Robin had enjoyed racing Formula cars in SCCA races 
in the 1950s and 1960s.

To read more about his life: 

More Autocross Information:
▶ The registration opens on 7-7-21, closes on 7-15-21.
▶ All Registration will be on line only. 
▶ Email the name of your guest driver or staff to the ESCA 

Secretary ASAP secretary@sonic.net

▶ There will be 3 forms to sign: a Liability Release for 
our insurance, a Security Rules for ESCA, and a Covid-19 
Liability Release, please bring your own ink pen. 

▶ You must have an assigned Car Number before 
registering. Contact data@empiresportscar.org

▶ Check your MotorsportReg account and update if 
needed. 

▶ Site opens at 8:00 A.M. Gate closes at 9:15 A. M. 
▶ Bring your self-tech card with you. 
 (It will be emailed to you after registration closes.)
▶ Mandatory Drivers Meeting at 9:40 A. M. 
▶ Have Driver License & ESCA Card needed at the gate. 
▶ No Drugs or Alcohol, nor dogs allowed on site. 
▶ Decibel limit is 95 – No car warm-ups before 10 A.M. 
▶ Helmets MUST be Snell Approved 2005 or newer. 
▶ No food or water on site – please bring your own. 
▶ If leaving early see event chair.

Hwy 175 to Lakeport. From Lakeport we would make a right 
and head East to Hwy 29 and then again back to Hwy 175 
towards Cobb. 

I am looking for a nice spot that we can stop at in Cobb for 
a quick lunch break. From Cobb we keep heading east which 
will drop us into Middletown. 

We would then take Hwy 29 South into Calistoga and head 
toward Santa Rosa on Petrified Forest Rd/ Mark West Springs 
Rd. and Finish at Molsberry Market on Old Redwood Hwy. 

I am also looking to see if there would be a point of interest 
or two on the way that may be worth checking out. I will know 
more as the date comes up. 

If anyone has any other suggestions I would highly 
recommend reaching out to me! Also, if any member has their 
own tour in mind please feel free to let me know so we can 
collaborate! These trips are all for the good of the association. 
My email is nd0yl3@gmail.com

Nick Doyle, Tour Chairman

Sunday, July 11 Tour
continued from the front page

https://www.legacy.

com/obituaries/

pressdemocrat/

obituary.aspx?n=robin- 

jackson&pid=198986447

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:secretary%40sonic.net?subject=AutoX%20Guest
mailto:data%40empiresportscar.com?subject=ESCA%20Car%20Numbers
mailto:nd0yl3@gmail.com
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pressdemocrat/obituary.aspx?n=robin- jackson&pid=198986447
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pressdemocrat/obituary.aspx?n=robin- jackson&pid=198986447
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pressdemocrat/obituary.aspx?n=robin- jackson&pid=198986447
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pressdemocrat/obituary.aspx?n=robin- jackson&pid=198986447
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pressdemocrat/obituary.aspx?n=robin- jackson&pid=198986447
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June Autocross

By Marci Jenkins, Autocross Staff
The Autocross in June had an ingenious track to be worked 

with only a few course workers. Steve Rossiter and Charley 
Sawyer did well designing the course. They were supported by 
John Castellano, Nick Doyle, Chuck Banks, Ben Bettega, Blain 
Hendrix, Martin Johns, Mitch and Jared McGee, Charles-Pierre 
Beurtheret, Nikki Watson, Alan Veach, John Schliemann, and 
Guy Southern.

Plus, it was a new ESCA member’s 1st autoX and there were 
3 guest drivers! 18 drivers and Bob Jenkins took 500+ photos. 

Bob says that 
there have been 
at least 3 other 
autocrosses in 
the past with 18 
or fewer drivers. 
Guy Southern’s 
live timing worked well. John Schliemann sent the image above, 
so I do not know who gets the credit to for this cone creativity.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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Class # Driver Car Model
Raw 
Time Diff.

From 
1st

1 X 11 Guy	Southern 1999	Chevrolet	Corvette 86.608 0.000 0.000
2 GTB-S 19 Benjamin	Bettega 2017	Ford	Focus	RS 87.817 1.209 1.209
3 GTC-S 421 Nicholas	Doyle 1996	Nissan	240sx 89.031 1.214 2.423
4 GTC-R 45 Steve	Rossiter 1983	Mazda	RX7 90.675 1.644 4.067
5 GTC-S 82 Alan	Veach Mazda	2008	MX5 91.528 0.853 4.920
6 GTA-S 351 Charley	Sawyer 1966	Ford	Mustang 91.913 0.385 5.305
7 GTC-S 3 John	Castellano 1960	Volkswagen	Bug 92.141 0.228 5.533
8 GTA-S 32 Chuck	Banks 1988	Pontiac	Fiero 93.193 1.052 6.585
9 GTC-R 9 John	Schliemann 1995	Mazda	Miata 93.775 0.582 7.167
10 GTB-S 14 Martin	Johns 2011	BMW	128i	convertibl 94.033 0.258 7.425
11 GTB-S 1135 Wolfgang	O'Bergin	-	Guest 1991	Mazda	Miata 95.479 1.446 8.871
12 GTB-S 2 Blain	Hendrix 2007	Porsche	Cayman 95.640 0.161 9.032
13 GTA-S 923 Jared	McGee 1995	Ford	Mustang 97.083 1.443 10.475
14 GTC-S 357 Charles-Pierre	Beurtheret 1987	Toyota	MR2 99.320 2.237 12.712
15 GTA-S 928 Mitch	McGee 1995	Ford	Mustang 100.482 1.162 13.874
16 GTC-S 367 Sebastian	Herbst	-	Guest 1987	Toyota	Mr2 101.446 0.964 14.838
17 GTA-R 176 Erin	Orth	-	Guest 2002	Chevrolet	Corvette 105.039 3.593 18.431
18 GTA-R 76 Nicole	Watson 2002	Chevrolet	Corvette 106.098 1.059 19.490

June 12, 2021 Autocross Results

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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50 Years Ago in Pit Stop
July 1971

By Bob the Beard

In a From the Board article they recommend that the 
ESCA dues be kept at their present rate of $12 a year.

A Beware Auto-Crossers!! article stated at coming events 
the tech committee would decide which cars ran and which 
don’t and ESCA would go by the NCSCC Championship 
Autocross code book.

An ESCA Members Hurt in Crash stated two members 
were hurt in a car crash when the steering wheel came off in 
their Fiat and they were unable steer.

A First Annual Summer Party article stated that because 
ESCA parties were so much fun we should have more than one 
a year. So, there would be an ESCA Summer Party at the Los 
Robles Lodge in Santa Rosa. The club would rent two rooms 
at the lodge, so we could swim in the pool from 1pm on and 
the two rooms could be used for changing for the 7pm buffet 
dinner party with dancing.

A Parking Lot Plus Auto-X report stated the event in 
the Coddingtown Shopping Center parking lot was a big hit. 
NCSCC representative Butch Gilbert gave the event a good 
report, and the Coddingtown merchants stated they would be 
happy to have us hold another event in August. Results showed 
Frank Jurin took first in AP class.

A Cotati or Coddingtown?? article stated there had been 
a lot of controversy on this subject at recent club meetings. The 
Coddingtown events were open events, while the Cotati events 
were club events, just for members. At open events the club 
putting on the event did all the work and only got a couple of 
runs.

A New Section For Pit Stop called Sound Off was going 
to be started.

An article entitled Mountains Near by The Beard stated 

the rallye by Alpine Touring Club, which was 8 hours long 
with a mandatory 1-hour lunch break, started in Palo Alto. He 
and his driver, the Hooded Claw, left Santa Rosa at 8am and 
returned home at 11:30pm. It was the 6th year The Beard had 
run the rallye and his sixth different driver.

A Rallye and Party article stated that ESCA and Silverado 
Sport Car Club were putting on an A-B Rallye starting at the 
Napa J.C. and finishing with a party at a member's home and 
all at no cost. Rallymasters were Wild Bill Brinegar and Bob 
the Beard.

A First Annual Soft Ball Game for ESCA members 
would be held at the Santa Rosa High School baseball field, 
with a picnic afterwards.

A Rallye Review talked about a BART night Rallye, the 
second in a series in Marin County.

A Two-In-One Rallye article by the Hooded Claw and Bob 
the Beard, stated the event would start and finish at Doyle Park.

A Bring your own Glass - - ESCA’s Birthday article 
stated at the August ESCA Regular meeting there would be a 
couple of bottles of Champagne that had been won on rallies 
and an ESCA birthday cake. For entertainment there would be 
movies of past ESCA events, by Bill Diekmann.

ESCA Club Member Debbie Miller was willing to make 
club jackets for the cost of material and $16.

There was a full page crossword puzzle using motorsports 
words.

An ESCA membership list had 60 members, of which 5 are 
still members.

FROM THE STANDS
By The Beard

The Corvette Club had used half of the old Cotati Race 
Track for their autocross. It was a typical Corvette course with 
a few pylons in the corners and very, very long straights. 

The Cobra owner had graciously offered his machine to his 
friend and fellow club member to run and then headed up into 
the stands to watch the run. 

The black Cobra roared out onto the course and across the 
start/finish line and then into the loop that lead to the back part 
of the course and out of sight. After a time the Cobra popped 
into view from around the corner that lead from the back 
straight onto the very long main straight. 

The black speck that was the Cobra quickly grew larger and 
as it got closer you could hear the very high pitch of its engine. 

continued on page 9

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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All the ESCA 1967-68 Autocrosses were

 held at the Old Naval Air Station in Santa Rosa

The gray box was the ESCA timer, built by ESCA members

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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May - 2021 Coddingtown Cars & Coffee

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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ESCA 2021 Calendar
JULY

02 (FRI)    ETD/ ESCA Autocross at  SR
06 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
11 (SUN) 9:00am ESCA Tour   (See article)
17 (SAT) ESCA Autocross Ukiah  (See article)
20 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
24-25  RSCC Autocross in Samoa

AUGUST
03 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
07 & 08 Monterey Pre Reunion (LS)
13 (FRI)         ETD/ESCA Autocross at Sonoma Raceway
14 (SAT)          Possibly cancelled ESCA Autocross Ukiah
17 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
14-15  Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion (LS)
26 (Thur)  Track Night in America

SEPTEMBER
07 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular  Meeting
10-12      IMSA Monterey Sports Car Championship (LS)
17-19  IndyCar Grand Prix (LS)
18 (SAT) ESCA Autocross Ukiah
21 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
26 (Thur)  Track Night in America
22-26  Sonoma Speed Festival (SR)

OCTOBER
05 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
02 & 03 CSRG Charity Vintage Car Races (SR)
08 (MON)     ETD/ ESCA Autocross at Sonoma Raceway
9-10  RSCC Autocross in Samoa
16 (SAT) ESCA Autocross Ukiah
21 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

NOVEMBER
02 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
16 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

DECEMBER
07 (TUE)  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting
DTA  7:00 pm ESCA Regular Meeting

(LS) Laguna Seca Raceway (SR) Sonoma Raceway

Cars & Coffee Around the Area
2nd Sunday of the Month

 ▶ Santa Rosa at Coddingtown Parking Lot
 ▶ Sonoma at 19632 8th St E 

3rd Sunday of the Month   8 am - 10 am
 ▶ Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Blvd

Last Sunday of the Month  8 am - 10 am
 ▶ Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway

SCCA Track Night in America
Thunderhill Raceway Park: Willows, CA

   
	 Aug.	26,	2021	 							Sept.	23,	2021

You can save $25 on each SCCA Track Nights entry by 
joining Hagerty Drivers Club.

ESCA Member Profiles Wanted
Let your fellow ESCA members get to know you 

better! We’re asking all members who would like to write 
a short profile about themselves and their car(s) to send 
it in. 

You can write about the things you have done to your 
car, the ESCA events you like to attend, when you joined 
ESCA, and/or your hobbies other than ESCA. 

Please hold your article to no more than one page. 
Also include a picture of yourself and your car and 

send to the Pit Stop editor at:
 thebeard@sonic.net

Check websites and Facebook for the latest information to 
learn if the events are going to happen as scheduled.

The owner to no one in particular said "shift", "shift", "Why 
doesn't he shift"? 

Finally the Cobra slowed as it entered the loop for the 
second lap of the course, which turned out to be a duplicate of 
the first run, to the owner's dismay.

The owner quickly left the stands and headed for the pits, 
where he confronted the driver with "Why didn't you shift on 
the main straight?' 

Back came the replay "Shift, but I was in top gear!"

continued from page 6

FROM THE STANDS

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:thebeard%40sonic.net?subject=ESCA%20Pit%20Stop
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New Autocross Helmet
Requirement

Autocross helmets MUST be
Snell Approved 2010 or Newer for ETD 
events. ESCA events are 2005 or newer.

News from our Oregon ESCA Member

Eric’s New Car.
I got a new car for here in Oregon. Took 1st in class and 4th 

place overall in a 35 car event, my first event out, fun car. 
I looked at many POS and decided it would be better to get 

a very good condition car and leave it totally stock except tires. 
It is a 2009 TT with 46k miles. Should last a long time 

considering the Camaro had 156k when we bought it and we 
beat it up for 10 years before the engine blew.

Funny story . . . 
My 1st run I forgot to put anything (options) on so the 

2nd run I turned on Sport Mode and turned on the Magnetic 
Shocks. 

Realized I also forgot to shut off Traction Control and 
Stability Control. I did that for the 3rd run and also tried to 
figure out Launch Control as I had "turbo lag" off the line. 

Got Launch Control figured out and it took off like a bat out 
of hell, came to the first braking zone and hit the brakes hard 
and my HELMET came flying off passenger's seat and hit the 
dash....oops.

Needless to say the 4th run I figured it all out and got my 
fastest run.

I do miss my Camaro, it was just raw V8 power no 
electronics.

Eric Siedentopf

Eric in his Camaro at the Airport in 2013

http://www.empiresportscar.org
mailto:the.garage.petaluma@gmail.com
mailto:chucksbrake@sbcglobal.net
mailto:julie@julierocksrealestate.com
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PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:

Classified	 $2.00	 per	month		 5	lines	max.

Business	Card	 $3.00	 per	month	 3	1/2”	X	2”

1/4	Page		 $4.00	 	per	month	 3	1/2”	X	5”

1/2	Page		 $8.00	 	per	month	 7	1/2”	X	5”

Full	Page		 $16.00	 	per	month	 7	1/2”	X	10”

ESCA members:	1/2	price	on	below,	except,	Classified	text	is	

FREE.	$1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.

HAPPY JULY
  BIRTHDAYS. . . .

If you're not listed - it's because the Editor 
does not have your month of birth. And 

you're wished a Happy Birthday!

Current ESCA 
Membership Total 

223

For other Bay Area Rallyes check out the 
Rallye Club website infoRmation 

http://www.therallyeclub.org

10%
discount

for Club 

Master
certified

Service & Maintenance Specialty Repair Get in touch with us:

Hammond Autowerks

www.hammondautowerks.com
4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA

a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work

mercedes-benz
bmw
smart 
audi/vw

707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

European service, repair
performance and

tuning

members

ESCA's Club Store
ESCA's club store can be accessed by going to the ESCA 

website at www.empiresportscar.org/club-store

The store is through Cafe Press. ESCA does not have a 
markup on the merchandise, but gives you the Cafe Press 
cost on each item. If you have any questions please contact 
the ESCA Secretary, at secretary@sonic.net

Gary Balitzkat
 TJ Banuelos
  Tom Buggia
   Alex Caruso
    Suzy Fitzgerald
Jacinda Franusich
 Mel Konrad
  Alvin Ngugen
   Carole Press
    Marlin Press
Claudia Quinlivan
 John Rydquist
  Monica Searby
   Gary Shannon
Richard Jimenez Tenoche
 Robert Wichtowski

http://www.empiresportscar.org
http://www.therallyeclub.org
http://www.empiresportscar.org/club-store
mailto:secretary%40sonic.net?subject=ESCA%20Store
mailto:tahdew@sbcglobal.net
www.hammondautowerks.com
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