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PIT STOP

ESCA Meeting November 4, 2025 
7:00 p.m.

ESCA Meetings are In-Person/ZOOM

This is the only meeting in November!

ESCA Autocross
0 Saturday 0

0 November 1st 0
Sonoma County Fairgrounds

See Rules on page 9

Round Table Pizza, 1791 Marlow Rd, Santa Rosa
Link for ZOOM meeting will be sent before the meet-
ing.

P.O. BOX 2242, SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 95405

Robert's
Roundtable

2025

November Pit Stop
Happy Autumn, ESCAns! As the leaves begin to fall and 

the days get shorter, I wanted to share some reminders about 
vehicle safety in adverse conditions. I’m sure these will be 
“no-brainers” for most of you, but if it helps even one of our 
members be a little safer in the coming months, it was worth 
my time.

First things first: if you can’t remember the last time you 
changed your wiper blades, now is the time to replace them. 
Wiper blades should typically be changed every 6-12 months, 
depending on usage, so it’s a good idea to go into Autumn with 
a fresh set. Also consider using a water repelling film like Rain 
X on your windshield, windows, and side mirrors to further 

continued on page 2
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Please Welcome
 New Members ....

ESCA 2026 Elections
Because ESCA changed to one meeting a month in 

2025 our elections will be a little different for 2026.
At the September regular meeting we selected our 

nomination committee to call people who could run for 
office.

At the October regular meeting we opened 
nominations to the floor and the committee members 
gave the results on their calling of eligible members.

At the November regular meeting we will again open 
nominations to the floor and the committee members 
will give a final report on their calling and nominations 
will be closed.

The election will then be held by Google Documents.
The elections results will be announced at the 

December Regular meeting and the Officers will be 
installed at the Annual meeting in December.

CURRENT ESCA
MEMBERSHIP

169

Riley McElroy		    Porsche Boxster S
Dave Beck		    Chevy Chevelle

Lance Grimsley		    Mustang Dark Horse

Keith Kruetzfeldt	   Mazda Miata

Miguel Morales		    Levus GS430

Harrison Roy Smith	   Toyota Corolla ApexSE	

Clint Vanadrichem	    Chevy K5

improve visibility.
After you’ve done that, check your tires. Use a tread depth 

gauge if you have one, but otherwise you can use the old “penny 
test.” Take a penny and insert it into your tire tread with Lincoln’s 
head pointed toward the center of the wheel. If the top of Abe’s 
head is visible, your tires need to be replaced. Make sure you 
check all four tires; they will wear at different rates depending 
on your vehicle’s powertrain and alignment.

Speaking of tires, it’s tempting to try getting away with 
Summer tires all-year-long here in Sonoma County, but consider 
switching to an All-Weather set until Spring. The deeper treads 
of All-Weather Tires channel water out from between your tire’s 
contact patch and the road to prevent hydroplaning.

Regardless of tire choice, it’s also a good idea to carry a tire 
pressure gauge and/or a portable tire pump this time of year. 
Overnight temperature drops can cause low tire pressure 
the following morning, which can lead to inadequate water 
dispersion, uneven tire wear, shorter tire life, and a loss of fuel 
economy.

On the road, remember to slow down, turn on your headlights, 
and leave a longer following distance in adverse conditions. 
When your wipers are on, you should have your lights on too. 
Avoid puddles when safe to do so: you’ll lower your risk of 
hydroplaning or hitting unseen hazards like potholes.

If you do start to hydroplane, stay calm and avoid any 
sudden steering or brake inputs. Gently lift off of the throttle 
while smoothly turning your front wheels in the direction you 
want the car to go. A bit of brake pressure can help if your car 
has ABS, but don’t stomp on the pedal in a panic. Once your 
car regains traction, continue to keep your inputs as smooth as 
possible while you course-correct. This makes you less likely to 
lose grip again.

NEVER attempt to cross a flooded road. According to Jeff 
DuVall, director of Sonoma County’s Department of Emergency 
Management, “Six inches of fast-moving water can knock down 
an adult, and 2-feet of water can carry away an SUV. Never drive 
around a road closure. Turn around, don’t drown.”

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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0 Annual Meeting    0 Awards    0 Toy Drive 
  0 Installation of Officers   0 Review of Year Events

SUNDAY Brunch, at 10:45AM
December 7, 2025

Reservations MUST be received by, November 21, 2025.  
Please 1. Contact ESCA Secretary and Pay at the Dec. 2nd Mtg, or,

2. pay on MSR at msreg.com/BanquetESCA2025 (+ service fees)  or,
3. make checks* payable to ESCA and mail to

P.O. Box 2242, Santa Rosa, CA 95405
* if mailing check please notify the ESCA Secretary

Cost: $25.00 per ESCA Member
Guests will be $25.00 per person.

Please bring a new unwrapped toy� �

                  Member Name: ________________________   $ 25.00

                 Member/Guest Name: ___________________  $ 25.00
             Total   $ _______

4619 Redwood Dr., Rohnert Park

How many?  ______  Top Sirloin Steak How many?  ______  Lemon Herb Chicken

How many?  ______  Teriyaki Chicken  How many?  ______ Grilled Salmon

    How many?  ______ Pasta Ravioli

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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Twenty Years Ago in Pit Stop 
November 2005

By Bob Jenkins
On the cover was a photo of Justin Abrahamson’s Plymouth 

Barracuda, a notice for ESCA’s club Charity Rallye event 
starting at the Vineyards Plaza and ending at the round Table 
in Windsor. Also a notice for the ESCA Christmas Party at the 
Quail Inn in Oakmont, and a welcome for new members, Matt 
Aikin and Scoutt Balchowsky.

Inside a Kevan’s Corner column he talked about working 
the gate (at the airport) and learning the names of members. 
He also talked about the club needing members to step up and 
help out and how always asking for help get old real fast.

An article titled “A Great Day with a little help from our 
Friends” a September 24th autocross by John Seratt talked 
about running the course with his wife in the passenger sit 
telling him to go faster. When his wife, Teresa ran later and he 
thought she was not going very fast but looked smooth. Well 
smooth was faster as her time was better than his.

A results sheet showed 33 drivers with the Jurins, Frank 
and Kevan, first and second in the Rotus Super 7, followed by 
Justin Bowen in a Datsun 240Z, Dan Lassen in a Infinti G35 
fourth. Of the 33 drivers only 5 drivers are still autocrossing 
with ESCA.

A Fall Tour Revisited by Bob Jenkins talked about a 3 car 
tour that hit a local jam tasting spot before heading North on 
back roads to Cloverdale for lunch and then to Boonville for a 
stop at the Anderson Valley Brewery to sample some beer.

An article about an ESCA October autocross by Jeff 
Engblom talked about a wet morning turning into a sunny day 
with a 30 driver turn-out. Once again Frank & Kevin Jurin in 
the Rotus 7 took first and second, followed by Scott Torgerson 
in his 240Z and Craig LaMothe in his 240Z.

A Christmas Party flyer showed the event was to be at the 
Quail Inn in Oakmont, with dinner, a slide show, installation 

Frank Jurin, Blain Hendrix, and Jeff Engblom on pregrid.

Linda Jurin and Claudia Quinlivan working registration

Craig Hammond, John Seratt, Scott Torgerson, unknown

Gerry Mugele in his MB SLK 350

of officers and more.
The 2005 ESCA Officers were Kevan Jurin Chairman, Frank 

Jurin Vice Chairman, Secretary Marci Jenkins, Treasurer 
Claudia Quinlivan, Ex-Officio Blain Hendrix and Autocross 
Chairman Frank Jurin.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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continued on page 6

People Watching at the Autocross 2025

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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More People Watching at the Autocross 2025
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29th Ironstone 
Concours d’Elegance 2025

By Gerry Mugele
September 26th and 27th was the automotive celebration 

at Ironstone Winery in Murphy’s California. It started on 
Friday the 26th with the annual Vintage Back Roads Tour. 
The tour is open to any Concours participants willing to get 
their classics a little dirty prior to being thoroughly examined 
for the slightest speck or flaw. 

Our 1967 FIAT Dino Spider 2.0 went on the 70 miles drive, 
but for the Dino it was 112 kilometers, on the less traveled roads 
of Calaveras County. At one point there was a string of several 
dozen Porsches headed in the opposite direction, apparently 
on their own tour.

Lilly & Gerry Mugele in their 1967 FIAT Dino Spider 2.0

1958 MGA Twin-Cam Roadster

1957 Volvo P1900 Roadster

Party Boat

continued on page 8 

1964 Aston-Martin DB5

The drive concluded with a stop at New Melones Lake 
Marina where we boarded a party boat and motored out to 
the middle of the lake for lunch. Great fun. That evening was 

the Dino’s bath time to prep for the big day.
Saturday the Dino was on the lawn shortly after 7:00 AM. 

She looked gorgeous as any 58-year old Italian beauty must. 
By 9:00AM there were over 300 entrants on the lush grounds 
of the winery. We were fortunate to be placed adjacent to 
some nice shade trees and spent some time meeting our class 
competitors. A really nice bunch of folks.

One entrant in our class was especially rare and one I’d 

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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1974 De Tomaso Longchamp 2-door

29th Ironstone Concours d’Elegance 2025

MGTDs

Ford Cortina

TVR

continued from page 7

inspected carefully while acting as judge for the Marin-
Sonoma Concours in 2013. It is a 1957 Volvo P1900 roadster. 
Only 68 of them were ever built which made it much rarer 
that the Best of Show winner. 

Among the 14 Panteras in the De Tomaso class was a 1974 
De Tomaso Longchamp that took the Best of Show award. 
409 of those Longchamps were built between 1972 and 1989. 
It IS much prettier than the Volvo but not as rare.

The Dino won Best of Class and the Volvo was runner 
up.

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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November 2025
01	 ESCA Autocross
04	 ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
22-23	 24 Hours of Lemons
25	 7 pm Go-Kart at Nito City

December 2025
02	 ESCA Regular Meeting In Person & ZOOM
07	 ESCA Annual Meeting & Banquet 
13-14	 24 Hours of Lemons Sonoma Raceway
TBD	 ESCA Annual Christmas Lights Tour

March 2026
22-29   GT World Challenge America at Sonoma Raceway

May 2026
29-31 Velocity Invitational at Sonoma Raceway

June 2026
27-28 NASCAR at Sonoma Raceway

Check websites and Facebook for the latest information to learn

 if the events are going to happen as scheduled.

For Bay Area Rallyes check out the :
Rallye Club website information 

http://www.therallyeclub.org
 Redwood Region PCA

https://redwoodpca.org

ESCA & Other 2025-26 Calendar ESCA Autocross Information
•	 Registration link will be in your email 10 days before 

the Autocross. 
•	 The cost for this event will be $70 for members and 

invited guests $70, plus $10 for One-Day Membership
•	 Dues must be paid before you can register!
•	 Site opens at 8:00 A.M., unless setting up.
•	 Gate closes at 9:15 A. M 
•	 New Drivers Course walk at 9:15 A.M.
•	 Check-in closes at 9:30 A.M.
•	 Mandatory Drivers Meeting at 9:40 A.M.
•	 Self Tech Card must be completed (available at time 

of registration on MSR and sent the night before the 
AutoX).

•	 Bring all release forms signed, they are emailed to you 
on the night before the autocross

At the Autocross - REMEMBER:
•	 Have Driver License & ESCA Card out before the 

gate.
•	 No Drugs, dogs or Alcohol allowed on site.
•	 Bring contrasting colored tape for car number
•	 Decibel limit is 95 - No car warm-ups before 10 

A.M.
•	 Helmets MUST be Snell Approved 2010 or newer
•	 Must sign-up for Worker Position at Check-In
•	 No food or water on site - please bring your own
•	 If leaving early see Craig Hammond or event chair
•	 Drive slowly and quietly to and from site

Redwood Sports Car Club
Redwood runs their autocross' at Samoa Dragstrip on a 

Saturday & Sunday of the same weekend. 
They also run a HillClimb at Korbel. 
Their web site is http://www.rscc.net/

more information is on their FACEBOOK PAGE

ESCA Member Profiles Wanted
You can write about the things you have done to your car, the 

ESCA events you like to attend, when you joined ESCA, and/
or your hobbies other than ESCA. Please hold your article to no 
more than one page. Also include a picture of yourself and your 
car and send to the Pit Stop editor at: 

thebeard@sonic.net

Autocross Helmet Requirement
Autocross helmets MUST be Snell Approved

 2010 or Newer for all events. 

TBD = To Be Determined

http://www.empiresportscar.org
http://www.therallyeclub.org
https://redwoodpca.org
mailto:thebeard%40sonic.net?subject=Pit%20Stop
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10%
discount

for Club 

Master
certified

Service & Maintenance Specialty Repair Get in touch with us:

Hammond Autowerks

www.hammondautowerks.com
4349 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa, CA

a and b service
oil change
ac service
brake work

mercedes-benz
bmw
smart 
audi/vw

707.538.4325
M-F 8am-5pm
facebook.com/hammond
autowerks

European service, repair
performance and

tuning

members

Happy November Birthdays

Classified	 $2.00	 per month 	 5 lines max.

Business Card	 $3.00	 per month	 3 1/2” X 2”

1/4 Page		 $4.00	  per month	 3 1/2” X 5”

1/2 Page		 $8.00	  per month	 7 1/2” X 5”

Full Page		 $16.00	  per month	 7 1/2” X 10”

PIT STOP ADVERTISING RATES:
ESCA members: 1/2 price on below, except, Classified text is 

FREE. $1.50 per month for photo; room permitting.

If you're not listed - it's because the Data Base 
Manager does not have your month of birth. 

And you're wished a Happy Birthday!

Cars & Coffee - All FREE events
1st Sunday of the Month: 8am - 10am

▶▶  Montecito Shopping Center, Santa Rosa
▶▶  Marin County at 132 Vintage way, Novato

	  6:30am - 10:00am
2nd Sunday of the Month: 8am - 10am

▶▶  Coddingtown Parking Lot, Santa Rosa
▶▶  Petaluma at 389 S McDowell Blvd.

4th Sunday of the Month: 9am
▶▶  Penngrove at 10070 Main St.

Last Sunday of the Month 8 am – 10 am
▶▶ Rohnert Park at 459 Rohnert Park Expressway

Car Shows every Fridays 4 to 7 pm AND
Car Shows Every Sunday 11am - 2pm

▶▶ Machado Burgers 
	 406 Larkfield Center Santa Rosa	

David Beck
	 Ron Cox
		  Erica Early
			   Isaac Hastings
				    Marci Jenkins
Ross Liberty
	 Miguel Morales
		  Gary O’Connor
			   Karen Perlis
Frank Phommasouk
		  Tory Reed
			   Finn Rinne
				    Alan Veach

http://www.empiresportscar.org
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